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(57) ABSTRACT 

A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus for optically 
detecting a position of a designating device inserted into a 
flat or substantially flat two-dimensional coordinate 
inputting/detecting area of the apparatus includes a coordi- 
nate determining device to determine two-dimensional coor- 
dinates of the designating device in the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area. A distance determining device determines a 
distance of the designating device from a surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area when the designating 
device is located on or in vicinity to the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area. A storing device stores information of the 
two-dimensional coordinates determined by the coordinates 
determining device and information of the distance deter- 
mined by the distance determining device so as to be 
associated with each other, A coordinates change detecting/ 
storing device detects a change of the two-dimensional 
coordinates information at a predetermined time interval and 
stores the detected change of the two-dimensional coordi- 
nates information. A distance change detecting/storing 
device detects a change of the distance information at a 
predetermined time interval and stores the detected change 
of the distance information. A state allocating device allo- 
cates at least one designating state among designating states 
of the designating device stored in advance, based upon the 
coordinate change information and the distance change 
information. 

35 Claims, 27 Drawing Sheets 
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CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
DOCUMENTS 

The present document claims priority on and contains 
subject matter related to Japanese Patent Application No. 
11-257906 filed in the Japanese Patent Office on Sep. 10, 
1999, and the entire contents of which are hereby incorpo- 
rated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus, and more particularly relates to an 
optical touch panel type coordinate inputting/detecting 
apparatus, that is integrated and used with an electronic 
white board or a large display apparatus, or used in con- 
junction with a personal computer, and that optically detects 
a coordinate position designated by a designating member, 
such as a pen, or a finger, for inputting or selecting infor- 
mation represented by the coordinate position designated by 
the designating member. 

2. Discussion of the Background 

A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus is known in 
which, when a coordinate inputting surface of the coordinate 
inputting/detecting apparatus is pressed by a pen or when the 
pen approaches the coordinate inputting surface, an electri- 
cal change is caused by an electrostatic charge or an elec- 
tromagnetic induction, and thereby the coordinate position 
of a point pressed or approached by the pen is detected. 

Also, a touch panel type coordinate inputting/detecting 
apparatus using an ultrasonic wave is known in which, when 
a panel is touched, a surface elastic wave emitted across and 
over the panel is attenuated and thereby a touched position 
on the panel is detected, as described, for example, in 
Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication No. 61-239322. 

However, in such a coordinate inputting/detecting appa- 
ratus that detects a coordinate position using an electrostatic 
force or an electromagnetic induction, an electrical switch- 
ing function must be provided at a coordinate inputting 
surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus, thus 
increasing the manufacturing cost of the apparatus. Further, 
the pen must be connected to a main body of the apparatus, 
for example by a cable, which makes the operation relatively 
difficult. 

Further, a coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus using 
an ultrasonic wave is generally configured assuming that a 
finger is used for a designating device. When a pen made of 
soft elastic material is used as the designating device, in 
writing a straight line with the pen on a panel, for example, 
although the attenuation of a surface elastic wave is reliably 
obtained when the pen is pressed against the panel, a 
sufficient contact of the pen with the panel is not obtained 
when the pen is moved, and thereby the line is broken. On 
the other hand, if the pen is pressed unnecessarily strongly 
while moving the pen for obtaining the sufficient contact 
with the panel, as the pen is moved, the panel receives a 
stress from the pen because of the elasticity of the pen. This 
causes a distortion in the panel, and a reverting force is 
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exerted while the pen is moved. Therefore, in writing a 
curved line with the pen, the force of pressing the pen 
decreases such that the reverting force is greater than the 
pressing force. As a result, the attenuation of the surface 

5 elastic wave is not reliably obtained and thereby it is 
determined that the input is discontinued. Thus, the coordi- 
nate inputting/detecting apparatus using an ultrasonic wave 
has a problem in obtaining a high reliability of detecting an 
input when a pen is used as a designating device. 

!0 Further, various attempts have been made to solve the 
drawback of the above-described coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatuses by providing optical type coordinate 
inputting/detecting apparatuses as described, for example, in 
Japanese Patent Laid-open publications No. 5-173699 and 

15 No. 9-319501. A touch panel type coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus having a relatively simple construction 
can be realized using such an optical type coordinate 
inputting/detecting apparatus. 

Optical type coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 

20 have recently become widely used in conjunction with a 
personal computer as an effective tool for inputting or 
selecting information in the personal computer. However, 
unlike a coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus using an 
ultrasonic wave, a coordinate inputting/detecting surface 

25 (i.e., a touch panel) of such optical type coordinate inputting 
apparatuses does not have a detecting function by itself, and 
an optical detecting area is provided at a position slightly 
apart from the coordinate inputting/detecting surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus. Therefore, a space 

30 deviation exists between the actual plane where, for 
example, an image (e.g., character) is drawn (written) with 
a finger, i.e., the coordinate inputting/detecting surface, and 
a plane where the coordinates of the drawn image 
(character) are detected, and contrary to the intention of a 

35 person drawing the image (character), a trail is caused on the 
drawn image (character), that is reproduced, for example, on 
a display. That is, in an optical type coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus, a point at which a finger separates from 
the touch panel is detected not in an instance when the finger 

40 actually separates from the touch panel, but when the finger 
separates from the touch panel by more than a certain 
distance. Therefore, before the finger reaches such a position 
separated from the touch panel by more than the certain 
distance and at which the finger is detected as separated from 

45 the touch panel, despite the finger having already separated 
from the touch panel surface and drawing of a desired 
character having been already completed, the finger is still 
detected as touching the touch panel (as being inserted in the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area). Thereby, an unintended 

50 line is drawn at a part of a reproduced image. Such a 
phenomenon of drawing an intended line is called a trailing 
phenomenon. 

For example, as illustrated in FIG. 33, when a coordinate 
inputting/detecting area 200 is provided at a surface side of 

55 a touch panel 201, and if a finger 202 draws a line along the 
surface of the touch panel 201 and separates from the surface 
of the touch panel 201 upon ending the drawing at a point 
P, the finger 202 is continued to be detected by a detecting 
light, i.e. the finger 202 is detected as touching the touch 

60 panel 202, until reaching a point P' where the finger 202 
leaves the coordinate inputting/detecting area 200, and at 
that point P* the finger 202 is first detected as separated from 
the touch panel 202. Accordingly, a drawing line 203 which 
is displayed at a surface of the touch panel 201 via a display 

65 device does not end at the point P but instead is shown as 
extending to the point P', and the part between the points P 
and P' is displayed as a trailing line 204. In practical drawing 
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cases, for example, in drawing a Japanese Kanji dimensional coordinates of the designating device in the 

character " -" ("ni") as illustrated in FIG. 34A, a line is first coordinate inputting/detecting area. A distance determining 

drawn from a point Q to a point ©, and then the finger is device determines a distance of the designating device from 

separated from the touch panel 202 at the point (2). a surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting area when the 

Thereafter, another line is drawn from a point (§) to a point s designating device is located on or in vicinity to the coor- 

©, and the finger is separated from the touch panel 201 at dinate inputting/detecting area. Astoring device stores infor- 

a point 0. In actual drawings, however, when the finger mation of the two-dimensional coordinates determined by 

separates from the touch panel 201 at each ending portion the coordinates determining device and information of the 

205 of the points (f) and 0, the above-described trailing distance determined by the distance determining device so 

phenomenon occurs, such that a trailing line 204 of a 10 as to be associated with each other. A coordinates change 

whisker is generated at each ending portion 205 as illus- detecting/storing device detects a change of the two- 

trated in FIG. 34B, thereby deteriorating the visibility of the dimensional coordinates information stored in the storing 

drawn characters. Therefore, after the drawing is completed, device at a predetermined time interval and stores the 

a troublesome operation, such as erasing the trailing 204 by detected change of the two-dimensional coordinates infor- 

manipulating an erasing tool, is necessary. 15 mation. A distance change detecting/storing device detects a 

Further, some Japanese Kanji and Hiragana characters ^ of distance information stored in the storing 

have a sweeping up portion, such as, for example, a sweep- device f » predetermined time interval and stores the 

ing up portion 206 of Japanese Kanji character ("sun") detcc * d of thc d f tance Ration. A <f tc all °" 

as Ululated in FIG. 34C, and a sweeping portion, such as gating device allocates at least one designating state among 

for example, a sweeping portion 207 of Japanese Hiragana 20 designating states of the designa ing dev,ce stored in 

character «□» ("tsu") as illustrated in FIG. 34E. Because * dvanc *> ba f d upon the coordinate change information 

lL • j ■ detected and stored by the coordinate change detecting/ 

these sweeping up and sweeping portions are requisite o^ivu uy i . c * . t <. 

drawings in Japanese Kanj. and Hiragana characters, it is s, ° nn e ie ™ ™ d < he dlstan ' e cha °S e detected 

necessary to distinguish these sweeping up and sweeping and s,ored the d,s,ance r chan g e detecting/storing device, 

portions from a trailing line in the ending portion 205. FIGS. 25 According to another preferred embodiment of the present 

34D and 34F illustrate examples of reproduced drawn Kanji invention, a novel coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 

character "*» ("sun") and Hiragana character "a" ("tsu"). As for optically detecting a position of a designating device 

illustrated, a trailing line portion 204 is generated at each of inserted mt0 a flat or substantially flat two-dimensional 

the ending portions 205 and tip ends of the sweeping up coordinate inputting/detecting area of the apparatus includes 

portion 206 and the sweeping portion 207. 30 a coordinate determining device to determine two- 

„, . , .. . . , . .. , dimensional coordinates of the designating device in the 

Thus, the .boye-ctaenbed trailing prob em in the opucal coordinate input t irig / de tecling area. A distance determining 

type coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus is caused by a device detemines a distance of the designating device from 

fact that a deviation exists between the actual designating a surface of ^ inputting/detec ting area when the 

condition of a designating member such a finger and the desi ti device is located on or in vicinit , 0 (he coor . 

determmauon or the recogmt.on of the designating device in ^ . 6 ttin ^ detecti area . Astori device stores infor . 

the coordinate inputting area of the coordinate inputting/ mali(m of , he two . dimensiorial coor dinates determined by 

detecting apparatus. As a result, a determination as to ^ coordinates determ ; ni device and informalion of lhe 

whether the designating dev.ee is inserted in the coordinate distance determined b me ^nce determining device so 

mputting/detecting area or recogniUon of the designating ^ tQ fce with each other. A coordinates change 

member in the coordinate inputting/detecting area of the detectin ^ stori device detects a ch of the two . 

coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus is not reliably 0 J^ m!toi information stored in the storing 

device at a predetermined time interval and stores the 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION detected change of the two-dimensional coordinates 

45 information, and a distance change detecting/storing device 

The present invention has been made in view of the detects a change of the distance information stored in the 

above-discussed and other problems and addresses the storing device at a predetermined time interval and stores the 

above-discussed and other problems. detected change of the distance information. Further, a ratio 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention provide a calculating device calculates a ratio between the coordinates 

novel coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus and method 50 change detected by the coordinates change detecting/storing 

that precisely recognize a designating state of a designating device and the distance change detected by the distance 

device designating a drawing position in a coordinate change detecting/storing device, and a threshold value stor- 

inputting/detecting area, such that a relatively appropriate i ng device stores at least one predetermined threshold value 

coordinate inputting/detecting processing is realized and a f or the ratio. A comparing device compares the ratio calcu- 

trailing phenomenon in a reproduced image is reduced. S5 lated by the rat i 0 calculating device and the threshold value 

Another preferred embodiment of the present invention stored by the threshold storing device, and a state allocating 

provides a novel coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus device allocates at least one designating state among desig- 

and method that process a coordinate inputting/detecting nating states of the designating device stored in advance, 

process while taking into consideration characteristics of based upon a result of the comparison by the comparing 

Japanese Kanji and Hiragana characters appearing at sweep- $q device. 

ing up and ending portions of the characters. According to still another preferred embodiment of the 

According to a preferred embodiment of the present present invention, a novel coordinate inputting/detecting 

invention, a novel coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus apparatus for optically detecting a position of a designating 

for optically detecting a position of a designating device device inserted into a flat or substantially flat two- 

inserted into a flat or substantially flat two-dimensional 65 dimensional coordinate inputting/detecting area of the appa- 

coordinate inputting/detecting area of the apparatus includes ratus includes a coordinate determining device to determine 

a coordinate determining device to determine two- two-dimensional coordinates of the designating device in the 
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coordinate inputting/detecting area and a distance determin- 
ing device to determine a distance of the designating device 
from a surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting area 
when the designating device is located on or in vicinity to 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area. A storing device 
stores information of the two-dimensional coordinates deter- 
mined by the coordinates determining device and informa- 
tion of the distance determined by the distance determining 
device so as to be associated with each other. A coordinates 
change detecting/storing device detects a change of the 
two-dimensional coordinates information stored in the stor- 
ing device at a predetermined time interval and stores the 
detected change of the two-dimensional coordinates 
information, and a distance change detecting/storing device 
detects a change of the distance information stored in the 
storing device at a predetermined time interval and stores the 
detected change of the distance information. Further, a 
gradient calculating device calculates a gradient of the 
distance change detected by the distance change detecting/ 
storing device relative to the coordinates change detected by 
the coordinates change detecting/storing device, and a 
threshold value storing device stores at least one predeter- 
mined threshold value for the gradient. A comparing device 
compares the gradient calculated by the gradient calculating 
device and the threshold value stored by the threshold 
storing device, and a state allocating device allocates at Least 
one designating state among designating states of the des- 
ignating device stored in advance, based upon a result of the 
comparison by the comparing device. 

According to the present invention, in the above coordi- 
nate inputting/detecting apparatuses, the state allocating 
device may include a determining device to determine, 
according to a result of the comparison by the comparing 
device, that the designating device has not been inserted into 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area when the ratio is 
greater than the threshold value, and that the designating 
device has been inserted into the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area when the ratio is equal to or smaller than the 
threshold value. 

According to another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, a novel coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 
for optically detecting a position of a designating device 
inserted into a flat or substantially flat two-dimensional 
coordinate inputting/detecting area of the apparatus includes 
a coordinates determining device to determine two- 
dimensional coordinates of the designating device in the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area at a predetermined time 
interval, and an insertion/non-insertion state detecting 
device to detect an insertion/non -insertion state of the des- 
ignating device relative to the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area. Further, a vectorization device converts information of 
a direction and a length of a change between two two- 
dimensional coordinates sequentially detected by the coor- 
dinates determining device at the predetermined time inter- 
val into a coordinates vector value. And, a sweeping up 
processing device processes, if a change of a first coordi- 
nates vector value, obtained by the vectorization device 
when the non -insertion state of the designating device is 
detected at a first two-dimensional coordinates by the 
insertion/non-insertion state detecting device, from a second 
coordinates vector value, obtained by the vetorization device 
at a second two-dimensional coordinates immediately 
before the first two-dimensional coordinates, is not greater 
than a predetermined value, a drawing line connecting 
between the second two-dimensional coordinates and a third 
two-dimensional coordinates immediately before the second 
two-dimensional coordinates so as to be reduced by a 
predetermined length. 
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According to still another preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, a novel coordinate inputting/detecting 
apparatus for optically detecting a position of a designating 
device inserted into a flat or substantially flat two- 

5 dimensional coordinate inputting/detecting area of the appa- 
ratus includes a coordinates determining device to determine 
two-dimensional coordinates of the designating device in the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area at a predetermined time 
interval, and an insertion/non-insertion state detecting 

io device to detect an insertion/non-insertion state of the des- 
ignating device relative to the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area. Further, a vectorization device converts information of 
a direction and a length of a change between two two- 
dimensional coordinates sequentially detected by the coor- 

15 dinates determining device at the predetermined time inter- 
val into a coordinates vector value. And, a trailing 
processing device processes, if a change of a first coordi- 
nates vector value, obtained by the vectorization device 
when the non-insertion state of the designating device is 

20 detected at a first two-dimensional coordinates by the 
insertion/non-insertion state detecting device, from a second 
coordinates vector value, obtained by the vetorization device 
immediately before the first two-dimensional coordinates, is 
greater than a predetermined value, a drawing line connect - 

25 ing between the first and second coordinates so as to be 
made null. 

According to still another preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, a novel coordinate inputting/detecting 
apparatus for optically detecting a position of a designating 

30 device inserted into a flat or substantially flat two- 
dimensional coordinate inputting/detecting area of the appa- 
ratus includes a coordinates determining device to determine 
two-dimensional coordinates of the designating device in the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area at a predetermined time 

35 interval, and an insertion/non -insertion state detecting 
device to detect an insertion/non-insertion state of the des- 
ignating device relative to the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area. A vectorization device converts information of a direc- 
tion and a length of a change between two two-dimensional 

40 coordinates sequentially detected by the coordinates deter- 
mining device at the predetermined time interval into a 
coordinates vector value. And, a trailing processing device 
processes, if a change of a first coordinates vector value, 
obtained by the vectorization device when the non-insertion 

45 state of the designating device is detected at a first two- 
dimensional coordinates by the insertion/non-insertion state 
detecting device, from a second coordinates vector value, 
obtained by the vectorization device immediately before the 
first two-dimensional coordinates, is greater than a prede- 

50 termined value, a drawing line connecting between the first 
and second two-dimensional coordinates so as to be made 
null. Further, a trailing length calculating device calculates 
an average length value of the drawing lines made null by 
the trailing processing device. A sweeping up processing 

55 device processes, if the change of the first coordinates vector 
value, obtained by the vectorization device when the non- 
insertion state of the designating device is detected at the 
first two-dimensional coordinates by the insertion/non- 
insertion state detecting device, from the second coordinates 

60 vector value, obtained by the vectorization device at the 
second two-dimensional coordinates immediately before the 
first two-dimensional coordinates, is not greater than the 
predetermined value, a drawing line connecting between the 
second two-dimensional coordinates and a third two- 

65 dimensional coordinates immediately before the second 
two-dimensional coordinates so as to be reduced by a length 
of the average length value. 
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According to the present invention, in the above coordi- coordinate inputting/detecting area are recognized based 

nate inputting/detecting apparatuses, the coordinates deter- upon the existence of the designating device in emitted/ 

mining device may include a plurality of light emitting received light optical paths formed in the coordinate 

devices to emit optical beams two-dimensionally toward the inputting/detecting area, and the distance determining 

coordinate inputting/detecting area, a light returning rcflec- s device determines the distance of the designating device 

tive device to reflect the optical beams emitted by the from ^ surfacc of thc coor di n ate inputting/detecting area 

plurality of light emitting devices so as to return m substan- based upon light intensity of the optical beams received by 

tially reverse directions in the coordinate inputting/detecting thc plurality of light receiving devices, 
area, and a plurality of light receiving devices respectively 

disposed in positions to receive the optical beams reflected 10 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

by the light returning reflective device so as to detect light A more ^mp^ appreciation of the present invention 

intensity distribution of the optical beams. The designating and many of me attendant advantages thereof will be readily 

device has a light interrupting property, and the two- obtained as the same becomes better understood by refer- 

dimensional coordinates of the designating device in the ence t0 the following detailed description when considered 

coordinate inputting/detecting area are recognized based 15 in con j unc tion with accompanying drawings, wherein: 

upon the existence of the designating device in emitted/ RG j fe a front yiew iUustrati a OTnstructk)1I of a 

received light optical paths formed in the coordinate c00rdinate inputting/detecting apparatus employing a 

inputting/detecting area via the light returning reflective &Q _ M retumi ^ int ti mM 

device, and the distance determining device determines the _ T _ „ . , ° , - ■ 

distance of the designating device from the surface of the 20 2 15 a thematic drawing illustrating an exemp ary 

coordinate inputtin^detecting area based upon light inten- construction of an optical unit to emit and receive light, that 

sity of the optical beams received by the plurality of tight ? attached to a coordinate inputting surface of a coordinate 

receiving devices inputting/detecting area of the coordinate inputting/ 

^ L A L . .. ... detecting apparatus, which is viewed in a direction perpen- 

Further, accordmg to the present invenl.on m the above djcular tQ ^ in p Ulting/de ,ecting area of the 

coordinate inputting/detecting apparatuses, the coordinates 25 coordina , e inpuUing/detccting "apparatus; 

determining device may include an image inputting device _._ ..... 7 . ... 

to optically input image information of the coordinate FIG. 3 is a schematic drawing for explaining an operation 

inputting/detecting area, and a conversion device to convert ° f detectln 6 a designated point in the coordinate inputting/ 

a part of the image information input by the image inputting d6lecUn S arM of the ^ordinate mputting/detecting appara- 

device to information of two-dimensional coordinates of the 30 tus > 

designating device. The distance determining device deter- FIG - 4 * another schematic drawing for explaining the 

mines the distance of the designating device from the operation of detecting a designated point in the coordinate 

surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting area based inputting/detecting area of the coordinate inputting/ 

upon image density information of the image information detecting apparatus; 

input by the image inputting device. 35 FIG. 5 is a cross-section view illustrating an example of 

Furthermore, according to the present invention, in the arranging the optical unit at a display surface of a display 

above coordinate inputting/detecting apparatuses, the coor- apparatus; 

dinates determining device may include a plurality of light FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a construction of a 

emitting devices to emit optical beams toward the coordinate control circuit of a light source and a light receiving element 

inputting/detecting area, a plurality of light receiving 40 of the optical unit; 

devices arranged in the vicinity of the plurality of light FIG. 7 is a schematic drawing illustrating an example of 

emitting devices so as to correspond to the plurality of light a coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus using an LED 

emitting devices, respectively, and a light returning reflec- array system; 

tive device to reflect the optical beams emitted by the p IG 8 is a block diagram illustrating a construction of a 

plurality of light emitting devices so as to return to substan- 45 coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus using a camera 

tially the same positions as those of the plurality of light imaging system; 

emitting devices to be guided to respective corresponding pig. 9 is a timing chart illustrating signal waveforms of 

light receiving dev.ces. The two-d,mensional coordinates of ^ inpiming/detec ti n g apparatus using a camera 

the designating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting imagine system- 

area are recognized based upon light intensity distribution 50 JL« . 1* r , ■ • j ? 

corresponding to an inserted position of the designating ™ s : 10A-10C are diagrams for explaining a method of 

device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area, and the calculating a two-dimensional coordinates position in the 

distance determining device determines the distance of the co ° rd ' na A e «P«ttmg/dctcctmg apparatus; 

designating device from the surface of the coordinate FIG - n Pirates * coordinate inputting/detecting appa- 

inputting/detecting area based upon light intensity of the 55 ratus usin S a r ° tati ? n sc ^ nning system includin g a P en 

optical beams received by the plurality of light receiving havin S a reflective plate; 

devices. FIG. 12 illustrates a configuration of an optical unit used 

Still furthermore, according to the present invention, in in the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus; 

the above coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus, the coor- FIG- 13 is a perspective view illustrating an example of a 

dinates determining device may include a plurality of light 60 curs °r for inputting a coordinate used in the coordinate 

emitting devices to emit optical beams two-dimensionally inputting/detecting apparatus; 

toward the coordinate inputting/detecting area, and a plu- FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a 

rality of light receiving devices arranged in positions facing construction of electrical circuits of the coordinate inputting/ 

the plurality of light emitting devices via the coordinate detecting apparatus; 

inputting/detecting area, respectively. The designating 65 FIG. 15 is a timing chart illustrating waveforms of the 

device has a light interrupting property, and the two- electrical circuit of the coordinate inputting/detecting appa- 

dimensional coordinates of the designating device in the ratus; 
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FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a coordinate inputting/ 
detection apparatus having a characteristic configuration of 
a first example according to the present invention; 

FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary operation 
of the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus having a 
characteristic configuration of the first example; 

FIG. 18 is a block diagram of a coordinate inputting/ 
detection apparatus having a characteristic configuration of 
a second example according to the present invention; 

FIG. 19 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary operation 
of the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus having a 
characteristic configuration of the second example; 

FIG. 20 is a block diagram of a coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus having a characteristic configuration of 
a third example according to the present invention; 

FIGS. 21A-21C are cross-sections illustrating an exem- 
plary coordinate inputting operation, viewed from the direc- 
tion which is parallel to the surface of a coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area set in front of a display surface; 

FIGS. 22A-22C are diagrams illustrating light-intensity 
distribution in respected states illustrated in FIGS. 
21A-21C; 

FIG. 23 is a diagram illustrating an example of the change 
of a dip amount of light intensity according to the change of 
the distance of a finger from the inputting surface; 

FIGS. 24A and 24B are explanatory diagrams illustrating 
sectional views of a trace of a fingertip in drawing charac- 
ters; 

FIGS. 25Aand 25B are explanatory diagrams schemati- 
cally illustrating sectional views of the trace of the fingertip 
illustrated in FIGS. 24A and 24B, slightly enlarged; 

FIG. 26 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary operation 
of the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus having a 
characteristic configuration of the third example; 

FIG. 27 is a diagram illustrating another example of the 
change of a dip amount of light intensity according to the 
change of the distance of a finger from the inputting surface; 

FIGS. 28A and 28B are diagrams illustrating the change 
of the dip amount in output waveforms; 

FIG. 29 is a block diagram illustrating a coordinate 
inputting/detecting apparatus having a characteristic con- 
figuration of a fourth example according to the present 
invention; 

FIG. 30 is a diagram for explaining a method of calcu- 
lating a coordinates vector value; 

FIG. 31 is a diagram illustrating a change of two- 
dimensional coordinates according to a movement of a 
finger; 

FIG. 32 is a block diagram illustrating a coordinate 
inputting/detecting apparatus having a characteristic con- 
figuration of a fifth example according to the present inven- 
tion; 

FIG. 33 is an explanatory drawing for explaining an 
operation of drawing with a finger; and 

FIGS. 34A-34F are exaggerated drawings for explaining 
examples of structures of representative Japanese characters 
and examples of drawing such characters. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference 
numerals designate identical or corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, preferred embodiments of the 
present invention are described. 
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First, an exemplary construction of a coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus to which the present invention is applied 
is described referring to FIGS. 1-6. FIG. 1 is a front view 
illustrating a construction of a coordinate inputting/detecting 

5 apparatus 1 employing a so-called returning light interrupt- 
ing method. A coordinate inputting/detecting area 3, which 
is an internal space of a coordinate inputting/detecting 
member 2 formed in a square shaped frame, is two- 
dimensionally shaped and is flat or substantially flat. The 

10 coordinate inputting/detecting area 3 may be formed, for 
example, by a display surface of a display apparatus that 
electronically displays information, e.g., a plasma display, or 
by a white board for writing information thereupon with a 
writing pen such as a marker. The coordinate inpulting/ 

15 detecting apparatus 1 is configured such that, when a des- 
ignating device 4, that is made of an optically opaque 
material so as to function as a light interrupting device, for 
example a finger of an operating person, a pen, or a 
designating rod, touches on the coordinate inputting/ 

20 detecting area 3, the coordinates of the designating device 4 
in the coordinating inputting/detecting area 3 are detected. 

Alight emitting/receiving device 5 is arranged at each of 
the upper (or lower) corners of the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area 3 in FIG. 1, and as illustrated as an example, 

25 probing light fluxes LI, L2, . . . , Ln are emitted from the 
light emitting/receiving device 5 at the left side toward the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area 3. Specifically, these 
probing light fluxes Ll-Ln progress, while forming a fan- 
like shape, along a plane parallel to a coordinate inputting 

30 plane of the coordinate inputting/detecting area 3 extending 
from a secondary light source 6 having a spot shape. 

Light returning reflective members 7 are attached to 
circumferential portions of the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area 3 such that respective light returning reflect - 

35 ing surfaces thereof face a center of the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area 3, respectively. 

Each light returning reflective member 7 has the property 
to reflect an incident light thereto in a reverse direction 
independent of the incident angle. For example, a beam 8 

40 emitted from the light emitting/receiving device 5 at the left 
side is reflected by a light returning reflective member 7 so 
as to return toward the light emitting/receiving device 5, as 
a returning reflected light 9, while passing through the same 
optical path the beam 8 passed through when propagated 

45 toward the light reflective member 7 from the light emitting/ 
receiving device 5. A fight receiving device (described 
below) is arranged in the light emitting/receiving device 5 so 
as to determine if a returning light has returned to the light 
emitting/receiving device 5 with respect to each of the 

50 probing light fluxes Ll-Ln. 

For example, if the operator touches a position P by a 
finger (the designating device 4), a probing light flux 10 is 
interrupted by the finger, and thereby the light flux 10 does 
not reach a respective light returning reflective member 7. 

55 Accordingly, a returning light of the probing light 10 does 
not reach the light emitting/receiving device 5, and thereby 
the returning light corresponding to the probing light flux 10 
is detected as not having been received by the light receiving 
device 5. Thus, it is detected that the designating member 4 

60 is inserted on a path (a straight line L) of the probing light 
10. Likewise, by emitting a probing fight flux 11 from the 
light emitting/receiving device 5 provided at the upper right 
corner of the coordinate inputting/detecting area 3 and by 
detecting that a returning light corresponding to the probing 

65 light flux 11 is not received by the right side light emitting/ 
receiving device 5, it is determined that the designating 
device 4 is inserted on a path (a straight line R) of the 
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probing light flux 11. Here, if the information of the line L the light receiving element 13 is substantially uniform, 

and the line R can be obtained, by obtaining the coordinates However, as illustrated in FIG. 3, if the designating device 

of the point P by calculation, the coordinates of a position in 4 having the property of interrupting light is inserted in the 

the coordinate inputting area 3 where the designating device coordinate inputting/detecting area 3 at the position P, a light 

4 is inserted can be obtained. s flux passing through the point P is interrupted by the 
Next, a construction of the light emitting/receiving device designating device 4, and thereby, an area where the light 

5 and a mechanism to detect which one of the probing light intensity is weak (a blind point) is generated at a position on 
fluxes Ll-Ln has been interrupted are described FIG. 2 is thc light rcceiving clemcnt 13 a distancc Dn apart from thc 
a diagram illustrating an exemplary construction of the light position corresponding to the optical axis of the condensing 
emitting/receiving device .5 attached to the ^coordinate input- 10 lens 12 ^ Dn corresponds to an emerging/ 
ting plane of the coordinate inputting/detecting area 3, incident angle 6n of the interrupted light flux, and the angle 
which is viewed in a direction perpendicular to the coordi- 0n ca[1 be known by detecting the distance Dn ^ ^ the 
nate inputting/detecting area 3. For the sake of simplicity, angle 0n can be expressed as a of the distance Dn 
the explanation is made for a two-dimensional plane parallel as f 0 u ows - 

to the coordinate inputting/detecting area 3. 15 

The light emitting/receiving device 5 includes, as illus- e«=arctan(Drt//) 
trated in FIG. 2, the secondary light source 6, a condensing 

lens 12, and a light receiving element 13 including, for Here, the angle 6n and the distance Dn in the light 

example, a photodiode (PD), as a light receiving device. The emitting/receiving device 5 at the upper left corner of the 

secondary light source 6 emits light fluxes formed in a 20 coordmate inputting/detecting area 3 in FIG. 1 are respec- 

fan-like shape in a direction opposite the light receiving ^vely replaced with an angle 6nL and a distance DnL. 

element 13 when viewed from the secondary light source 6. Further, in FIG. 4, according to a conversion coefficient 

The fan-like shaped light fluxes emitted from the secondary "g" of a geometrical relationship between the light emitting/ 

light source 6 are collected beams proceeding in directions receiving device 5 and the coordinate inputting/detecting 

indicated by arrows 14, 15 and in other directions. Also, a 25 area 3, an angle 8L formed by the designating device 4 and 

beam propagated in the direction indicated by the arrow 14 tne coordinate inputting/detecting area 3 can be expressed as 

is reflected by a light returning reflective member 7 in a a function of the distance DnL obtained by the above 

direction indicated by an arrow 16 and passes through the equation (1), as follows: 
condensing lens 12 to reach a position 17 on the light 

receiving element 13. A beam propagated in the direction 30 aw(8nL) P), 

indicated by the arrow 15 is reflected by a light returning wherein 6nL=arctan(DnL/0- 

reflective member 7 and passes through the condensing lens Likewise, with respect to the light emitting/receiving 

12 to reach a position 19 on the light receiving element 13. device g ed a , , hc rf h , comer of lhc coordinatc 

Thus the hght fluxes, which have been emitted from the i n p Ut t ing / d e,ecting area 3 in FIG. 1, replacing reference L in 

secondary light source 6 and reflected by the light returning 35 , he above equati ons (1) and (2) with reference R, according 

reflective members 7 so as to return through the same , 0 , aversion coefficient "h" of a geometrical relationship 

respective light paths as when propagating to the light bctwe6n ^ ^ 6mitting/r6(:6 i ving dcvice 5 at tn6 upper 

returning reflective members 7, reach different positions on rf fat corner and the coordinate inputting/detecting area 3, an 

the light receiving element 13. respectively. Accordingly, if a , e 9R formed b me desi ati device 4 and the 

the designating device 4 is .nserted in a certain position in 40 coordinate i npu tting/detecting area 3 can be expressed as 

the coordinate inputting/detecting area 3 and a light flux is follows* 
interrupted by the designating device 4, a returning light 

does not reach a position on the light receiving element 13 QR**h(QnR) (3), 
corresponding to the interrupted light flux. Therefore, by 

examining the light intensity distribution on the light receiv- 45 wherein 9nR=arctan(DnR/f). 

ing element 13, which one of the light fluxes Ll-Ln has been When an interval between the light emitting/receiving 

interrupted can be recognized. devices 5 arranged at the upper right and left corners of the 

The above operation is described more in detail with coordinate inputting/detecting area 3 is expressed by "w" 

reference to FIG. 3. In FIG. 3, the light receiving element 13 and the origin of the coordinate axes is set as illustrated in 

is arranged at a focusing plane (at a position of a focusing so FIG. 4, two-dimensional coordinates (x, y) of the point P 

length f) of the condensing lens 12, A light flux emitted from designated by the designating device 4 are expressed as 

the light source 6 toward the right side in FIG. 3 is reflected follows: 
by a respective light returning reflective member 7 so as to 

return to pass through the same optical path as when x "^ n 8nW(uui e/ii+tan QnR) (4) 

propagated to the respective light returning reflective mem- 55 y ^, ton q^.^ 9nW(tan 0ni+tan ^ (5) 
ber 7. Accordingly, the reflected returning light flux is again 

condensed at the position of the secondary light source 6. Thus, "x" and "y" are expressed as a function of DnL and 

The condensing lens 12 is arranged such that the center DnR. That is, the two-dimensional coordinates of the point 

thereof coincides with the position of the secondary light P designated by the designating device 4 can be obtained by 

source 6. Because a reflected light returned from the light 60 detecting the distances DnL, DnR of the blind points on the 

returning reflective member 7 passes through the center of light receiving element 13 of the light emitting/receiving 

the condensing lens 12, the reflected returning light proceeds devices 5 provided at the upper left and right corners of the 

toward a rear side of the condensing lens 12 (toward the light coordinate inputting/detecting area 3 and by considering the 

receiving element 13) passing through a symmetrical light geometrical disposition of the light emitting/receiving 

path. 65 devices 5. 

If the designating device 4 is not inserted in the coordinate Next, an example in which an optical system is disposed 

inputting/detecting area 3, the light intensity distribution on in the coordinate inputting/detecting area 3, for example, at 
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a surface of a display apparatus, is described. FIG. 5 
illustrates an example in which one of the light emitting/ 
receiving devices 5 is arranged at a display surface of a 
display apparatus. 

In FIG. 5, reference numeral 20 denotes a cross-section of s 
the display surface viewed in a direction from a negative 
side to a positive side of the y axis illustrated in FIG. 2, that 
is, in an x-z direction. The same portions of the light 
emitting/receiving device 5 viewed from different directions 
(an x-y direction, a y-z direction) are also illustrated in FIG. 10 
5 in the parts enclosed by two -dot -straight lines. 

As a light source 21, a laser diode or a pinpoint LED, 
which can make an optical spot relatively small, is used. A 
light flux emitted by the light source ,21 in a direction 
perpendicular to the display surface 20 is collimated only in 15 
the x direction by a cylindrical lens 22 such that the 
collimated light flux, after later having been reflected by a 
half-mirror 23, proceeds in a direction perpendicular to the 
display surface 20 as a parallel light flux. After passing 
through the cylindrical lens 22, the light flux is converged in 20 
the y direction by two cylindrical lenses 24, 25, that have a 
curvature distribution in a direction crossing with that of the 
cylindrical lens 22. 

An area condensed in a linear shape is formed by the 
function of these cylindrical lenses 22, 24, 25 at the rear of is 
the cylindrical lens 25, where a slit 26 which is narrow in the 
y direction and elongated in the x direction is inserted. That 
is, the secondary light source 6 having a linear shape is 
formed at the position of the slit 26. Light emitted from the 
secondary light source 6 is reflected by the half-mirror 23, 30 
and proceeds as a parallel light along the display surface 20, 
while not extending in a direction perpendicular to the 
display surface 20, but extending in a fan-like shape about 
the secondary light source 6 in a direction parallel to the 
display surface 20. The light flux is reflected by the light 35 
returning reflective member 7 provided at circumferential 
edges of the display apparatus, and the reflected light returns 
to the half-mirror 23 (in a direction indicated by an arrow C) 
passing through the same light path the light flux has passed 
when propagated toward the light returning reflective mem- 40 
ber 7. The light flux which has passed through the half- 
mirror 23 propagated in parallel to the display surface 20, 
and passes through a cylindrical lens 12 to be incident on the 
light receiving element 13. 

The secondary light source 6 and the cylindrical lens 12 45 
are both arranged at a position a distance D apart from the 
half-mirror 23 and are in a conjugate relationship. 
Accordingly, the secondary light source 6 having a linear 
shape corresponds to the light source 6 having a spot shape 
in FIG. 3 and the cylindrical lens 12 corresponds to the lens 50 
12 in FIG. 3. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a construction of a 
control circuit for the light source 21 and the light receiving 
element 13. In FIG. 6, the light receiving element 13 is 
labeled as PD 13. The control circuit controls the emission 55 
of the light source 21 and calculates the output from the light 
receiving element 13. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the control 
circuit includes a CPU 31, a ROM 32 for storing programs 
and data, a RAM 33, an interface driver 34, anA/D converter 
35, and an LD/LED driver 36, each connected to a bus. The 60 
CPU 31, the ROM 32 and the RAM 33 constitute a 
microcomputer, and a FD driver (FDD) 38 attaching a FD 
37, and a CD-ROM driver 40 attaching a CD-ROM 39 are 
connected thereto. 

An amplifier 41 and an analog calculating circuit 42 are 65 
connected to an output terminal of the light receiving 
element 13 as circuits for calculating the output of the light 



receiving element 13. The output from the light receiving 
element 13 (a light intensity distribution signal) is input to 
the amplifier 41 so as to be amplified. The amplified signal 
is processed by the analog calculating circuit 42, converted 
to a digital signal by the A/D converter 35, and is then 
transferred to the CPU 31. Thereafter, the CPU 31 calculates 
a light receiving angle at the light receiving element 13 and 
two-dimensional coordinates of the designating device 4. 

The control circuit may be housed in a housing of one of 
the light emitting/receiving devices 5, or may be housed in 
a separate housing and accommodated in a part of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area 3. Further, an output 
terminal may be preferably provided to the control circuit 
for outputting calculated coordinate data to a personal 
computer via the interface driver 34, 

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus 51 using an LED array system, which is 
described, for example, in Japanese Patent Laid-open pub- 
lication No. 5-173699. 

The coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 51 includes, 
as illustrated in FIG. 7, an Xm number of light emitting 
devices 52, for example light emitting diodes (LEDs), which 
are arranged in a horizontal direction, an Xm number of light 
receiving devices 53, for example photo transistors, which 
are arranged so as to face the LEDs 52, respectively, a Yn 
number of LEDs 54 which are arranged in a vertical 
direction, and a Yn number of phototransistors 55 which are 
arranged so as to face the LEDs 54, respectively, such that 
a coordinate inputting/detecting area 57 is formed as an 
internal space of a coordinate inputting/detecting member 56 
formed in a rectangular shaped frame. 

If a designating device having a light interrupting 
property, for example, a finger 58, is inserted into the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area 57 so as to touch a 
surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting area 57, a light 
path between the light emitting device 52 and the light 
receiving device 53 passing through the position where the 
finger 58 is located is interrupted by the finger 58, and 
thereby each receiving light quantity of the phototransistors 
53 and 55, which are located in the interrupted light path, 
decreases. Therefore, by averaging the positions of the 
phototransistors 53 and 55, the two-dimensional coordinates 
59 of a portion in the coordinate inputting/detecting area 57 
touched by the finger 58 are obtained. 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus 61 using a camera imaging system. 
Reference numeral 62 denotes an infrared rays position 
detecting part, and reference numerals 63a and 636 respec- 
tively denote infrared rays CCD cameras as optical units 
serving as image inputting devices, which are arranged in a 
horizontal direction so as to be spaced apart from each other 
a distance L in the infrared rays position detecting part 62. 
Reference numeral 64 denotes an infrared rays LED, and 
reference numeral 65 denotes a coordinate inputting unit 
serving as a designating device. The coordinate inputting 
unit 65 is formed in a pen-like shape and has the infrared 
rays LED 64 at a tip end thereof so as to irradiate infrared 
rays from the infrared rays LED 64 upward. Thus, an 
imaging range of the infrared rays position detecting part 62 
is set as a two-dimensional coordinate inputting/detecting 
area 66 and is formed in a plane by the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting member (not shown). 

Reference numeral 68 denotes a control part, reference 
numeral 69 denotes a reset signal, which is generated at the 
control part 68 and is input to the infrared rays CCD cameras 
63a, 636 of the infrared rays position detecting part 62, 
reference numeral 70 denotes a vertical clock signal for 
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scanning in a vertical direction, which is generated at the 
control part 68 and which is input to the infrared rays CCD 
cameras 63a, 636, and numeral 71 denotes a horizontal 
clock signal for scanning in a horizontal direction, which is 
generated at the control part 68 and which is input to the 
infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636, The infrared rays 
cameras 63a, 636 start scanning in an X-Y direction in 
response to inputting of the reset signal 69, the vertical clock 
signal 70, and the horizontal clock signal 71. 

Reference numerals 72a , 12b respectively denote image 
signals, which are output from the infrared rays CCD 
cameras 63a, 63b. Reference numeral 73 denotes a reset 
signal circuit to generate the reset signal 69, reference 
numeral 74 denotes a vertical clock circuit to generate the 
vertical clock signal 70, and reference numeral 75 denotes a 
horizontal clock circuit to generate the horizontal clock 
signal 71. Reference numerals 76a, 766 denote peak detect 
circuits (A), (B) which respectively detect the peaks of 
waves based upon the image signals 72a, 12b and generate 
peak signals in correspondence to a cycle of the horizontal 
clock signal 71. Reference numerals 77a, 776 respectively 
denote peak detection signals obtained from the peak detec- 
tion circuits 76a, 766. 

Reference numeral 78 denotes a calculation circuit to 
calculate the coordinates of a position. Reference numeral 
79 denotes an interface circuit that transfers the coordinates 
calculated by the calculation circuit 78 to a computer (not 
shown). Reference numeral 80 denotes a display circuit to 
display the position according to the coordinates calculated 
by the calculation circuit 78 in a display apparatus used with 
the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 61. Further, an 
audio circuit (not shown) that generates, for example an 
alerting sound, when the coordinate inputting part 65 is 
positioned at a position outside the imaging range (the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area 66) of the infrared rays 
position detect part 62, may be arranged, so that the oper- 
ability is enhanced. Furthermore, a lens magnification 
adjusting circuit or a focal length adjusting circuit may be 
provided at each of the infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636, 
so that the inputting resolution and the detection range can 
be set according to the size of an original, the required 
precision level of inputting, or the space allowed for oper- 
ating the apparatus 61. Thereby, the operability of the 
apparatus 61 can be further enhanced. 

In the above coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 61, 
the control part 68 is separated from the infrared rays 
position detect part 62; however, by making each of the 
above-described circuits small, the control part 68 and the 
infrared rays detect part 62 may be integrated. 

Now, an operation of the coordinate inputting/detecting 
apparatus 61 as described above is described referring to 
FIG. 9, which is a timing chart illustrating signal waveforms 
of the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 61. 

First, the reset signal 69, the vertical clock signal 70, and 
the horizontal clock signal 71 are simultaneously input to the 
infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636, and thereby the 
infrared rays position detect part 62 inputs the image signals 
72a, 726 from the infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636 into 
the control part 68. 

If the infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636 photograph the 
pen-like shaped coordinate inputting part 65 at a normal 
exposure, the whole part of the pen-like shaped coordinate 
inputting part 65 is imaged. However, if the infrared rays 
CCD cameras 63a, 636 photograph the pen-like shaped 
coordinate inputting part 65 at an underexposure, only a 
light emitting part of the infrared rays LED 64 is imaged, 
and the other parts of the coordinate inputting part 65 are not 
imaged and are black. 
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Accordingly, strong peaks appear in the image signals 
72a, 726 of the infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636 at the 
positions corresponding to the position of the infrared rays 
LED 64, respectively. The strong peaks are respectively 

5 detected by the peak detect circuits 76a, 766 and resulting 
peak detection signals 77a, 776 are sent to the calculating 
circuit 78. At the calculating circuit 78, according to a 
conversion table (not shown) stored in advance in a ROM 
(not shown) of the control part 68, the angles of the position 

10 of the infrared rays LED 64, corresponding to which the 
peaks have appeared in the image signals 72a, 726 of the 
infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636, relative to respective 
origin points of the infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636, can 
be determined. Therefore, based upon the above angle 

15 information of the infrared rays LED 64 relative to the origin 
points of the infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636 and a 
distance L between the two infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 
636, the two-dimensional coordinates position of the coor- 
dinate inputting part 65 can be calculated. The data of the 

20 two-dimensional coordinates thus obtained is then sent, for 
example, to the computer via the interface circuit 79, so that 
the position according to the calculated coordinates is dis- 
played in the display apparatus. 

Next, a method of calculating two-dimensional coordi- 

25 nates in the above coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 
61 is described with reference to FIGS. 10A-10C. The peak 
detection signals 77a, 776 indicating the position of the 
coordinate inputting part 65 having the infrared rays LED 64 
are respectively obtained from the image signals 72a, 726 of 

30 the two infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636, and based 
upon the position of the vertical clock signal 70 from the 
reset signal 69 and the position of the horizontal clock signal 
71, respective two-dimensional coordinates (xl, yl) and (x2, 
y2) of the coordinate inputting part 65 with respect to the 

35 infrared rays CCD cameras 63a and 636 are obtained. 

The origin points of the coordinate axes are appropriately 
determined for the infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636, 
respectively. For example, in this embodiment, the origin 
points are set at the lower left corners of the photographing 

40 areas of the infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636, respec- 
tively. Accordingly, angles a, p of the infrared rays LED 64 
relative to the origin points at the infrared rays CCD cameras 
63a, 636 are obtained by the following formulas (6): 

4S a=tan _1 (vl/xl) 

P-tan-^M) (6). 

From these formulas, the angles a, (3 of the infrared rays 
LED 64 relative to the infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 636 
50 are obtained. Here, when the position of one of the infrared 
rays CCD cameras 63a, 636 is set to be the origin point and 
a distance between the two infrared rays CCD cameras 63a, 
636 is represented by L, as illustrated in FIG. 10C, straight 
lines (a) and (b) are expressed by the following formulas (7): 

55 

(a)y»(tan a) x 

(%-{tan(n-W-(jc-L) (7). 

The coordinates of the coordinate inputting part 65 are 
60 obtained by solving the above simultaneous equations of 
first degree. For increasing the operating speed of the 
calculating circuit 78, a conversion table for obtaining the 
coordinates based upon the angles a, p can be provided, and 
thereby the coordinates are immediately obtained and 
65 smooth inputting of figures and characters is realized. 

Thus, in the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 61 
using a camera imaging system including an image inputting 
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device such as an electronic camera, the two-dimensional 
coordinates of an inputting figure can be precisely detected 
without a need of placing a touch panel, for example, on an 
operating table, and using a space over the operating table. 
Therefore, the operating table can be used in a more effective 5 
manner. Further, even when the original is a bundled one, an 
operation of designating and inputting a position of the 
figure can be performed on the bundled original placed on 
the operating table. Furthermore, when the original includes 
a figure, for example, the photographing range can be 10 
variably set and the resolution can be also set according to 
the size of the original by the function of the lens magnifi- 
cation adjusting circuit, and thereby the operability and the 
easiness of use are enhanced. 

FIG. 11 illustrates a coordinate inputting/detecting appa- 15 
ratus 91 using a rotation scanning system including a pen 
having a reflective plate. As illustrated in FIG. 11, the 
coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 91 includes a flat 
member 93 that defines a two-dimensional coordinate 
inputting/detecting area 92. A cursor 94 functioning as a 20 
designating device is movably arranged on the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area 92. The cursor 94 has a function to 
reflect a scanning light, which is parallel to a surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area 92, so as to be returned 
to an emerged point. By adjusting a center point P of the 25 
cursor 94 to a position desired to be input, the two- 
dimensional coordinates of the position are designated. 

A pair of optical units 95, 96 are arranged above the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area 92 so as to be spaced 
apart from each other. A fixed light source 97 as a light 30 
emitting device including, for example, a laser emitting 
diode is accommodated within the optical unit 95 at the right 
side. Further, a reflective mirror 98 that rotates at a constant 
speed around a predetermined rotation axis is arranged so as 
to sequentially reflect the light fluxes emitted by the light 35 
source 97 so that a first rotating scanning light flux is 
generated over the surface of the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area 92. Also, the coordinate inputting/detecting 
apparatus 91 includes a light receiving element (not shown) 
for receiving a returning light reflected by the cursor 94 so 40 
as to be returned. By being configured as described above, 
the optical unit 95 measures a declination angle Q x of a 
returning light. 

The optical unit 96 at the left side has a similar 
configuration, and the light fluxes emitted by a fixed light 45 
source 99 are sequentially reflected by a reflective mirror 
100 rotating around a rotation axis M2, so that a second 
scanning light flux crossing the first scanning light flux is 
generated. Similarly, the optical unit 96 measures a decli- 
nation angle 9 2 of a returning light reflected by the cursor 94. 50 

A calculating part 101 including a computer is connected 
to the pair of optical units 95, 96, and the two-dimensional 
coordinates (x, y) of the inputting point P are calculated 
using a predetermined two-dimensional coordinates calcu- 
lation formulas (8), described below, based upon the mea- 55 
sured values of a pair of the declination angles 9 1} 9 2 . Here, 
"w" represents a distance between the rotational centers of 
the rotation axes Ml and M2, 

X*>wlan e^Clan e 2 +tan 6J 6Q 

lWtan 6 2 tan QJ(tzn 9 2 +tan 8 J (8). 

FIG. 12 illustrates a configuration of the optical unit 95 at 
the right side. The optical unit 96 at the left side has a similar 
configuration. The optical unit 95 includes a fixed light 65 
source 97, a reflective mirror 98 that rotates at a constant 
equiangular speed around the rotation axis Ml, and a light 
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receiving element 103 for receiving a returning light 
reflected by the cursor 94 and for generating a detection 
signal. A light flux emitted by the fixed light source 97 
passes through a half-mirror 104 and progresses toward a 
vicinity of the rotation axis Ml of the reflective mirror 98. 
The light flux is scanned at a constant equiangular speed, 
and when passing a central axis of the cursor 94, the light 
flux is reflected so as to return to the reflective mirror 98. 
The light flux is reflected by the reflective mirror 98 again, 
and after passing through a filter 105 via the half-mirror 104, 
the light flux is received by a light receiving element 103 
including, for example, a photodiode. The light receiving 
element 103 outputs a detection signal in synchronism with 
a light receiving timing. 

The reflective mirror 98 is rotated at a constant equian- 
gular velocity by a driving circuit 106. The driving circuit 
106 outputs a timing pulse for each rotation cycle of the 
reflective mirror 98. The timing pulse output by the driving 
circuit 106 and the detection pulse output by the light 
receiving element 103 are input into a waveform processing 
circuit 107, and, after having been processed by the wave- 
form processing circuit 107, are output from an output 
terminal of the waveform processing circuit 107. An output 
signal from the waveform processing circuit 107 is output on 
the basis of the timing pulse and is adjusted to a time interval 
between the times when detection pulses are generated. 
Therefore, because the reflective mirror 98 rotates at a 
constant equiangular velocity, the output signal indicates an 
angle 6Q+0! including a declination angle of a returning light 
flux. 

FIG. 13 is a perspective view illustrating an example of 
the cursor 94 for inputting coordinates. The cursor 94 
includes a light reflective member 108 having a central axis 
and formed in a cylinder shape, and a support member 109. 
An aiming member (not shown) having a hair cross mark, 
whose crossing point coincides with the axis of the cylinder 
shaped light reflective member 108, is attached to the inside 
of the light reflective member 108. If the cursor 94 is placed 
while a bottom surface of the support member 109 is 
contacted with a given surface of the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting surface 92, the central axis of the cylinder shaped 
light reflective member. 108 is vertically placed relative to 
a coordinate inputting plane (the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting surface 92). In this state, a point, which is desired 
to be input, is designated while holding the support member 
109 and using the aiming member. Because a scanning light 
flux, that is in parallel to a coordinate plane and that 
propagates toward the central axis of the reflective member 
108, is incident on a reflective surface of the reflective 
member 108 in a vertical direction relative to the reflective 
surface of the reflective member 108, the scanning light is 
reflected so as to return in a reverse direction through a same 
light path, through which the scanning light has propagated 
to be incident on the reflective surface of the reflective 
member 108, and thereby a returning light returns toward the 
fixed light source 97. The cursor 94 may be used for any 
coordinate plane as long as the coordinate plane is within a 
range that the scanning light flux reaches. 

FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a 
construction of the electrical circuits of the coordinate 
inputting/detecting apparatus 91. The coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus 91 includes the pair of the optical units 
95, 96 as described above, and a computer 110 including the 
calculating part 101. The optical units 95, 96 and the 
computer 110 are electrically connected with each other by 
cables. The optical unit 95 includes a driving circuit 106 for 
rotating the reflective mirror 98 at a constant equiangular 
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velocity and a timing detect circuit 111 connected with the 
driving circuit 106. The timing detect circuit 111 outputs a 
timing pulse Al, each time when the reflective mirror 98 
rotates in a predetermined cycle Tat a predetermined timing, 
for example, at a timing that a normal line for the reflective 
mirror 98 is in parallel to a light flux from the light source 
97 (see FIG. 16). The light receiving element 103 is con- 
nected with an amplifying circuit 112, and a detection signal 
is output, after having been amplified, as a detection pulse 
Bl. The wave form processing circuit 107 is connected with 
the timing detect circuit 111 and the amplifying circuit 112, 
so as to process the wave forms of the received timing pulse 
Al and detection pulse Bl and to output an output pulse CI. 
The output pulse CI is generated in synchronism with 
receiving of a returning light reflected by the cursor 94, and 
therefore relates to a combined angle of a declination angle 
of the returning light and an attachment angle of the optical 
unit 95, i.e., 0 o +0 r The optical unit 96 has a similar 
electrical configuration, and therefore the description thereof 
is omitted. 

The computer 110 has a first calculating circuit 113 which 
times a pulse interval of the output pulse CI from the right 
side optical unit 95 so as to obtain angle data 8-,. The 
computer 110 also has a second calculating circuit 114 
which times a pulse interval of the output pulse C2 from the 
left side optical unit 96 so as to obtain angle data 6 2 . The 
calculating part 101 is connected with the first and second 
timing circuits 113 and 114 via interfaces 115 and 116. The 
calculating part 101 calculates the two-dimensional coordi- 
nates of a position desired to be input based upon a pair of 
angle data Q 1 and 0 2 , which has been actually measured, 
using the predetermined coordinates calculation formula (8) 
described above. 

A method of measuring a declination angle is briefly 
described referring to a timing chart illustrated in FIG. 15. 
First, when the reflective mirror 98 is rotated in a cycle T at 
the right side optical unit 95, the timing detect circuit 111 
outputs the timing pulse Al in the cycle T. At this time, the 
amplifying circuit 112 outputs the detection pulse Bl in 
synchronism with a light receiving timing of the light 
receiving element 103. The detection pulse Bl has a large 
peak and a small peak following the large peak. The large 
peak is generated when the reflective mirror 98 is perpen- 
dicular to a light flux from the light source 97. The large 
peak of the detection pulse Bl is in synchronism with the 
timing pulse Al, and is not related to a returning light from 
the cursor 94. The small peak following the large peak is in 
synchronism with a timing that a returning light from the 
cursor 94 is received by the light receiving element 103, and 
if the small peak is assumed to have been generated a time 
tl after the large peak, the time tl is proportionally related 
to the angle data 0 o +0 3 , which is desired to be obtained. The 
wave form processing circuit 107 processes the wave forms 
of the timing pulse Al and the detection pulse Bl and 
outputs the output pulse CI. 

A similar operation is performed at the left side optical 
unit 96. A rotation cycle and phase of the reflective mirror 
100 coincides with that of the right side optical unit 95, and 
therefore a same timing pulse A2 as the timing pulse Al is 
obtained. A detection pulse B2 has a large peak, which is 
followed by a small peak a time 2 thereafter. A returning 
light from the cursor 94 is received at the timing of the small 
peak. An output pulse C2 is obtained based upon the timing 
pulse A2 and the detection pulse B2, and a time t2 between 
the large and small peaks is proportionally related to the 
angle data 6 0 +8 2 which is desired to be obtained. 

Then, the first timing circuit 113 times the pulse time 
interval tl of the output pulse CI and obtains the angle data 
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Q 1 by subtracting a known attaching angle 8 0 . Also, the 
second timing circuit 114 times the pulse time interval t2 of 
the output pulse C2, and obtains the angle data 9 2 by 
subtracting a known attaching angle 0 O . 

In the above embodiment, the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus 1 using a returning light interrupting 
system, the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 61 
using a camera photographing system, the coordinate 
inputting/detecting system 91 using a rotation scanning 
system including a pen having a reflective plate, and the 
coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 51 using an LED 
array have been demonstrated as examples. However, the 
present invention can be applied in general to any optical 
coordinate inputting/detecting apparatuses in which a coor- 
dinate inputting/detecting area is formed at a front surface of 
a touch panel. 

Now, a first characteristic example of the configuration of 
a coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus, according to the 
present invention, is described with reference to FIG. 16 and 
FIG. 17. FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a coordinate 
inputting/detection apparatus 121 having a characteristic 
configuration according to the first example. The configu- 
ration of the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 121 
can be applied to any of the aforementioned coordinate 
inputting/detecting apparatuses 1, 51, 61 and 91. In the 
diagram, a touch panel 122 corresponds to the coordinate 
inputting/detecting areas 3, 37, 76, and 92. The coordinate 
inputting/detecting apparatus 121 includes a coordinate 
detecting element 123 which detects two-dimensional coor- 
dinates of a designating device on the touch panel 122, for 
example, the designating device 4, such as a finger, when the 
designating device 4 is inserted in the vicinity of a surface 
of the coordinate inputting/detecting area 3, and a distance 
detecting element 124 which detects a distance of the 
designating device 4 from the surface of the touch panel 122. 

In a case of the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 
1, the coordinate detecting element 123 includes the light 
source 21, the light receiving element 13, and the light 
returning reflective member 7, and is configured so that the 
two-dimensional coordinates of the designating device 4 in 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area 3 can be detected 
according to the presence of the designating device 4, having 
a light interrupting property, in a light emitting/light receiv- 
ing optical path formed in the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area 3 via the light returning reflective member 7. The 
distance detecting element 124 is configured so that the 
distance of the designating device 4 from the surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area 3 can be detected based 
on the intensity of an optical beam which is received by the 
light receiving element 13. In this case, as the designating 
device 4 approaches the surface of the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area 3, an amount of the interrupted light 
increases. Hence, the dip of intensity of light is deepened. 

Further, in a case of the coordinate inputting/detecting 
apparatus 51, the coordinate detecting element 123 includes 
the plurality of LEDs 52 and 54 and the plurality of 
photo transistors 53 and 55, and is configured so that the 
two-dimensional coordinates of the designating device 59 in 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area 57 can be detected 
according to the presence of the designating device 59, 
having a light interrupting property, in a light emitting/light 
receiving optical path formed in the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area 57. The distance detecting element 124 is 
configured so that the distance of the designating device 59 
from the surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting area 
57 can be detected based on the intensity of an optical beam 
which is received by the phototransistors 53 and 55. Also in 
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this case, as the designating device 59 approaches the 
surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting area 57, an 
amount of the interrupted light increases. Hence, the dip of 
intensity of light is deepened. 

In a case of the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 
61, the coordinate detecting element 123 includes the infra- 
red rays CCD cameras 63a and 63£>, and the calculation 
circuit 78 which functions as a converting device, and the 
distance detecting element 124 is configured so that the 
distance of the pen-like shaped coordinate inputting part 65 
as the designating device from the surface of the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area 66 is detected based on the density 
information of an image input by the infrared rays CCD 
cameras 63a and 63b. In this case, as the coordinate input- 
ting part 65 approaches the surface of the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area 66, an amount of the reflected light 
increases. Hence, the intensity of light for the part increases 
and the density is thinned. 

In a case of the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 
91, the coordinate detecting element 123 includes the fixed 
light sources 97 and 99, and the light receiving elements 
103, and is configured so that the two-dimensional coordi- 
nates of the cursor 94, having the light reflective member 
108, can be detected according to the light-intensity distri- 
bution according to the insertion position of the cursor 94 in 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area 92, and the distance 
detecting element 124 is configured so that the distance of 
the cursor 94 from the surface of the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area 92 is detected based on the intensity of an 
optical beam received by the light reception elements 103. 
In this case, as the cursor 94 approaches the surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area 92, an amount of the 
reflected light from the cursor 94 increases. Hence, the dip 
of intensity of light is increased (reversed with the case of a 
light interrupting system). 

From the coordinate detecting element 123 and the dis- 
tance detecting element 124, for example, the coordinates 
(xO, yO) of a finger which is located in the vicinity of the 
touch panel 122 at time tO and the distance DO of the finger 
from the surface of the touch panel 122 are output, and the 
coordinates (xO, yO) and the distance (DO) are associated 
with each other as the information detected at the same time 
tO, and are stored in a memory (not shown) by a storing unit 
125. Similarly, predetermined n pieces of set information 
(XI, yl, Dl), (x2, y2, D2), (x3, y3, D3), . . . , (xn, yn, Dn) 
of the two-dimensional coordinates and distance detected by 
the coordinate detecting element 123 and the distance 
detecting element 124 are sequentially stored in time series 
at subsequent sampling times tl, t2, t3, . . . and tn at 
predetermined time intervals. Because the set information of 
the two-dimensional coordinates and distance is sequentially 
output from the coordinate detecting element 123 and the 
distance detecting element 124, when new set information of 
the two-dimensional coordinates and distance is detected, 
the new set information is stored and the oldest past data is 
sequentially erased. Accordingly, in a steady state, the n sets 
of the set information of the two-dimensional coordinates 
and distance are always stored. 

A coordinate change detecting/storing unit 126 and a 
distance change detecting/storing unit 127 are provided at 
the rear stage of the storing unit 125. The coordinate change 
detecting/storing unit 126 obtains differentiation or differ- 
ences of the time series data of the two-dimensional coor- 
dinates stored in the storing unit 125, thereby calculating a 
change of the coordinates and storing the change in a further 
storage (not shown). For differentiation, a simple method of 
obtaining differences of adjacent coordinate value columns 



or a method of obtaining smoothing differentiation regarding 
n pieces of stored time series data of the two-dimensional 
coordinates may be used. Similarly, the distance change 
detecting/storing unit 127 obtains differentiation or differ* 

5 ences of the time series data of the distance information 
stored in the storing unit 125, thereby calculating a change 
of the distance information and storing the change in a 
further storage (not shown). For differentiation, a simple 
method of obtaining differences of adjacent distance infor- 

10 mation value columns or a method of obtaining smoothing 
differentiation regarding n pieces of stored time series data 
of the distance information may be used. 

A state allocating unit 128 is provided at the rear stage of 
the coordinate change detecting/storing unit 126 and the 

is distance change detecting/storing unit 127. The state allo- 
cating unit 128 selects one (for example, state 1) of n pieces 
of states (state 1, state 2, . . . , and state n) regarding the 
designating state of a designating device previously set and 
stored in a storage (not shown) based on the coordinate 

20 change information and the distance change information 
calculated by the coordinate change detecting/storing unit 
126 and the distance change detecting/storing unit 127, and 
outputs the information of the selected state as the currently 
designating state of the designating device. Here, the des- 

25 ignating states may include, as typical examples, inserted 
and non-inserted (attached and detached) states of the des- 
ignating device relative to the touch panel 122. In addition, 
for example, the designating states may also include state 
information, such as approaching and being separated states 

30 of the designating device relative to the touch panel 122. 
Thus, the designating states of a designating device may 
properly be set according to an application or purpose. 

Therefore, according to a first characteristic configuration 
example of the present invention, regarding a state of a 

35 designating device, because the information about the dis- 
tance of the designating device from the surface of the touch 
panel 122 as well as the two-dimensional coordinates of the 
designating device on the touch panel 122 are obtained, an 
inputting state of the designating device relative to the touch 

40 panel 122, which could not be recognized from only the 
two-dimensional coordinates, can be recognized, and the 
inputting state can be reflected in various operating states of 
a coordinate inputting/detecting system, thereby realizing a 
smooth coordinate inputting operation. 

45 The operation of the coordinate inputting/detecting appa- 
ratus 121 having the above -described characteristic configu- 
ration of the first example can also be executed by allowing 
a computer to read a program previously stored in an FD or 
CD-ROM. For example, referring to the example shown in 

50 FIG. 6, the FD 37 and the CD-ROM 39 are provided, in 
addition to the ROM 32 and the ROM 33, as information 
storage mediums for storing programs and for providing the 
stored programs to a computer, in particular, to the CPU 31. 
A control program for allowing the CPU 31 to execute 

55 various processing operations, in particular, the processing 
functions which correspond to the operations described 
above with respect to the above-described first characteristic 
configuration example of a coordinate inputting/detecting 
apparatus, can be previously set as software and stored in the 

60 CD-ROM 39, for example. The control program is copied 
into the RAM 33 when the CPU 31 is started, and is read by 
the CPU 31 when the CPU 31 is operating. Various pro- 
cessing functions are realized by allowing the CPU 31 to 
read various programs in this manner and to execute the 

65 corresponding processings. Therefore, the computer results 
in executing the coordinate inputting/detecting processing 
described above. 
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FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary operation 
of the coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 121 having 
the above-described characteristic configuration of the first 
example, A program for allowing a computer to execute the 
functions illustrated in FIG. 17 and described below may be 5 
stored in an information storage medium, such as the 
CD-ROM 39. The operation of the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus 121 includes the following steps, A 
coordinate detection function (step SI) detects two- 
dimensional coordinates x„ y,- of the designating device in to 
the touch panel 122. A distance detection function (step S2) 
detects distance D, of the designating device from the 
surface of the touch panel 122 when the designating device 
is located on the touch panel 122 (or in the vicinity thereof). 
An associating and storing function (step S3) associates the 15 
two-dimensional coordinates information, detected using 
the coordinate detection function, and the distance 
information, detected using the distance detection function, 
with each other such as (x ( , y ; , D,) and stores the associated 
information in a memory. A coordinate change detecting/ 20 
storing function (step S4) detects a change of the two- 
dimensional coordinates information stored in the memory 
using the storing function, at predetermined time intervals, 
according to V{(xr x,_ 1 )+(y ( — y,_j)}, and stores the detected 
change in the memory. A distance change detecting function 25 
(step S5) detects a change of the distance information stored 
in the memory using the storage function (step S3), at the 
predetermined time intervals, according to (Dj-D-^), and 
stores the detected change in the memory. And, a state 
allocating function (step S6) allocates at least one designat- 30 
ing state among one or more previously stored designating 
states of the designating device based on the coordinate 
change information detected using the coordinate change 
detecting function and stores in the memory and the distance 
change information detected using the distance change 35 
detecting function and stored in the memory. 

Now, a second characteristic example of the configuration 
of a coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus, according to 
the present invention, is described with reference to FIG. 18 
and FIG. 19. FIG. 18 is a block diagram of a coordinate 40 
inputting/detection apparatus 131 having a characteristic 
configuration of the second example. The same parts as the 
parts illustrated in the first characteristic example are illus- 
trated using the same reference numerals, and the descrip- 
tion thereof is omitted (this applies to subsequent charac- 45 
teristic configuration examples in the same manner). 

In the second characteristic configuration example, the 
state allocating 128 is provided at the rear stages of the 
coordinate change detecting/storing unit 126 and the dis- 
tance change detecting/storing unit 127 via a ratio calculat- 50 
ing unit 132 and a comparing unit 133. The ratio calculating 
unit 132 calculates a ratio of a distance change detected by 
the distance change detecting/storing unit 127 to a coordi- 
nate change detected by the coordinate change detecting/ 
storing unit 126, that is, a distance change/coordinate change 55 
ratio. A threshold value storing unit 135 which stores at least 
one or more threshold values for the distance change/ 
coordinate change ratio is connected to the comparing unit 
133. The comparing unit 133 compares the distance change/ 
coordinate change ratio calculated by the ratio calculating 60 
unit 132 and a predetermined threshold value stored in the 
threshold value storing unit 135, and outputs a comparison 
result to the state allocating unit 128. 

The state allocating unit 128 selects one (for example, 
state 1) from among n states (state 1, state 2, . . . , state n) 65 
regarding the designating states of a designating device 
previously set and stored in a memory (not shown) based on 
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the comparison result by the comparing unit 133, and 
outputs the information of the selected designating state as 
the currently designating state of the designating device. 
Here, the designating states may include, as typical 
examples, inserted and non-inserted (attached and detached) 
states of the designating device relative to the touch panel 
122. In addition, for example, the designating states may 
also include state information such as approaching and being 
separated states of the designating device relative to the 
touch panel 122. Thus, the designating states of a designat- 
ing device may properly be set according to an application 
or purpose. 

Hence, according to the second characteristic configura- 
tion example of the present invention, regarding the state of 
a designating device relative to the touch panel 122, because 
not only the two-dimensional coordinates of the designating 
device on the touch panel 122 and the information about the 
distance from the surface of the touch panel 122 is obtained, 
but since also the ratio of the change of the coordinates and 
the distance is obtained, an inputting state of the designating 
device relative to the touch panel 122, which could not be 
recognized from only the two-dimensional coordinates and 
the distance information, can be recognized in more detail, 
including the movement of the designating device, and the 
inputting state can be reflected in various operating states of 
a coordinate inputting/detecting system, thereby realizing a 
smooth coordinate inputting operation. 

The operation of the coordinate inputting/detecting appa- 
ratus 131 having the above-described characteristic configu- 
ration of the second example can also be executed by 
allowing a computer to read a program previously stored in 
an FD or CD-ROM. For example, a program for allowing a 
computer to execute the functions illustrated in FIG. 19 and 
described below may be stored in an information storage 
medium, such as the CD-ROM 39 of FIG. 6, 

With reference to FIG. 19, the operation of the coordinate 
inputting/detecting apparatus 131 includes, for example, the 
following funtions. A coordinate detection function (step SI) 
detects two-dimensional coordinates x f -, y t - of a designating 
device on the touch panel 122. A distance detection function 
(step S2) detects distance D, from the surface of the touch 
panel 122 when the designating device is located on the 
touch panel 122 (or in the vicinity thereof). An associating 
and storing function (step S3) associates the two- 
dimensional coordinates information detected using the 
coordinate detection function and the distance information 
detected using the distance detection function such as (x,, y,-, 
D,) and stores the associated information in a memory. A 
coordinate change detecting/storing function (step S4) 
detects a change of the coordinates change information 
stored in the memory using the storing function (step S3), at 
predetermined time intervals, according to 
V r (x I -x t _ 1 )+(y i -y t -_ 1 )}, and stores the detected change in the 
memory. A distance change detecting/storing function (step 
S5) detects a change of the distance information stored in the 
memory using the storing function (S3), at the predeter- 
mined time intervals, according to (D ( -D / _ 1 ), and stores the 
detected change in the memory. A ratio calculating function 
(step S9) calculates a ratio of a distance change detected 
using the distance change detecting/storing function (step 
S5) to a coordinate change detected using the coordinate 
change detecting/storing function (step S4) according to 
(D t .-D ( ._ 1 )/V r {(x r x i _ 1 )+(y.-y | ._ :l )}. And, a comparing func- 
tion and a state allocating function (steps S10 and Sll) 
compare the ratio calculated using the ratio calculating 
function (step S9) and a predetermined threshold value th 
regarding the ratio previously stored in the memory and 
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allocate at least one designating state among the previously 
stored one or more designating states of the designating 
device based on the comparison result obtained using the 
comparing function. 

A third characteristic example of the configuration of a 
coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus, according to the 
present invention, is described with reference to FIG. 20 
through FIG. 28. FIG. 20 is a block diagram of a coordinate 
inputting/detecting device 141 having a characteristic con- 
figuration of the third example. 

In the coordinate inputting/detecting device 141 having a 
characteristic configuration of the third example, the state 
allocating unit 128 is configured by the comparing unit 133 
and the threshold value storing unit 135, so that, according 
to the result of the comparison by the comparing unit 133, 
the state allocating unit 128 determines that the designating 
state of a designating device, such as a finger, is in the 
non-inserted (detached) state relative to the touch panel 122 
if the ratio of a distance change to a coordinate change 



detecting such dip amount d, the distance h from the display 
surface 20 of the designating device 4 can be detected. 

Next, a method of determining whether the designating 
device 4 is in the inserted state (contact state to the display 
5 surface 20) or the non-inserted state (separated state from 
the display surface 20) is described using the distance 
information for the designating device 4. FIGS. 24A and 
24B collectively illustrate the relationship between a track of 
a fingertip of a finger, as the designating device 4, when 
io drawing a character on the display surface 20 via the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area 3, and the distance h of 
the fingertip from the surface of the display surface 20, when 
the display surface 20 is viewed in terms of a cross-section. 
As specific examples, FIG. 24A and FIG. 24B are dia- 
ls grams in which a Japanese Hiragana character "3" ("tsu") 
and a Japanese Kanji character ("ni") are drawn, respec- 
tively. 

First, in drawing the Hiragana character "a" ("tsu*'), as 
illustrated in FIG. 24A, a fingertip follows a route shown in 
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exceeds a predetermined threshold value, and in the inserted 20 the order of points (I), (5), (5) and @. At this time, the 

distance h of the fingertip from the display surface 20 is zero 
up to the points (l), (2), (3) and the fingertip makes contact 
with the display surface 20. However, between the points (3) 
and (5), the fingertip follows the drawing operation of the 
sweeping portion 207 (see FIGS. 34E and 34F) at the end of 
the character "n" ("tsu"), and performs the operation in 
which the fingertip slowly separates from the display surface 
20. At this time, in order to satisfactorily detect the sweeping 
portion 207 at the end of the coordinates which construct the 
character "3" ("tsu") to be drawn, a threshold value for the 
dip detection on the light receiving element 13 is set to a 
value from which h=h2 can be detected, that is, a threshold 
value A (see FIG. 23). If the dip amount exceeds the 
threshold value A, it is determined that the fingertip is in the 
attached state, i.e., in the inserted state, and the coordinates 
of the fingertip are output as input coordinates. 

On the other hand, in drawing the Kanji character ' 
("ni"), as illustrated in FIG. 24B, the fingertip moves to a 
point (5) after having drawn a stroke between points (T) and 
@. Then, the distance of the fingertip from the display 
surface 20 is as illustrated in the following diagram of FIG. 
24B. That is, when the fingertip moves to the point (2) to 
reach the ending portion 205 (see FIGS. 34A and 34B), after 
having drawn the first stroke of kanji "z." ("ni"), the 
fingertip is steeply separated from the display surface 20, 
and moves in accordance with an aerial track illustrated by 
a dotted line and reaches a point (3). At this time, if the 
determination as to the insertion/non-insertion state of the 
fingertip is made using the same threshold value A as in FIG. 
24A, then, even if the distance of the fingertip exceeds h=h3 
in the vicinity where the first stroke has been drawn up to the 
point ©, the dip distance exceeds the threshold value A 
when h<h2. Thus, this case is determined as the inserted 
(attached) slate, and as a result, the second stroke is not 
disconnected satisfactorily, and as illustrated in FIG. 34B, 
the whisker-shaped trailing 204 occurs in the ending portion 
205. Accordingly, in order to satisfactorily detect the state of 
a designating device in the vicinity of such an ending portion 
of a character, it is necessary to change the threshold value, 
for example, from the threshold value A to a threshold value 
B (FIG. 23). However, it is exceedingly difficult to auto- 
matically process such a change of the threshold value. 

In a characteristic configuration of the third example of 
the present invention, the above difficulty is addressed by 
paying attention to a ratio of a distance change to a coor- 
dinate change, which is described with reference to FIGS. 
25Aand 25B. FIGS. 25Aand 25B are explanatory diagrams 



state (attached) relative to the touch panel 122 if the ratio of 
the distance change to the coordinate change is below the 
predetermined threshold value. 

Here, taking the aforementioned exemplary construction 
of a coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus illustrated in 
FIGS. 1-6 as an example and referring to FIGS. 21A-21C 
through FIG. 25, an inputting/detecting operation of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus 141 having a char- 
acteristic configuration of the third example is described in 
detail, FIGS. 21A-21C are, in the same manner as for FIG. 
5, for example, cross-sections viewed from the direction 
parallel to the surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area 3 set in the front of the display surface 20, and FIGS. 
22A-22C are characteristic diagrams of light-intensity dis- 
tribution in each of the cases illustrated in FIGS. 21A-21C. 
In FIGS. 21A-21C, a light source and a light receiving 
element are omitted. Further, in those figures, a detecting 
light 143 is propagated from left to right and is reflected by 
the light returning reflective member 7 so as to inversely 
progress, through the same route the detecting light 143 
propagated toward the light returning reflective member 7, 
as returning light 144. 

First, FIG. 21 A illustrates a state in which the designating 
device 4 such as a finger is located in distance h=hl from the 
display surface 20 in the coordinate inputting/detecting area 
3. At this time, because the designating device 4 is in the 
state in which only a small amount of the returning light 144 
is interrupted, the intensity distribution of the returning light 
144 detected by the light receiving element 13 produces a 
dip which decreases by d=dl as illustrated in FIG. 22 A. 
FIGS. 21B and 21C illustrate the state in which the distance 
of the designating device 4 from the display surface 20 is 
h=h2 and h=h3 in the coordinate inputting/detecting area 3, 
respectively. At this time, an amount that the returning light 
144 is interrupted is varied depending on the distance h of 
the designating device 4. FIG. 23 is a characteristic diagram 
illustrating the state in which a dip amount in the light 
intensity distribution is varied in accordance with the dis- 
tance (position) of the designating device 4 from the display 
surface 20. As a result, the distance h of the designating 
device 4 from the display surface 20 device 4 appears as the 
size of a dip amount d in the light intensity distribution 
detected by the light receiving element 13. The principle on 
which two-dimensional coordinates in which the designat- 
ing device 4 is located are obtained from the dip position in 
the intensity distribution of the returning light has been 
described above, in particular referring to FIG. 3. Further, by 
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schematically illustrating sectional views of the trace of the 
fingertip illustrated in FIGS. 24Aand 24B, slightly enlarged. 
In FIGS. 25 A, 25 B, the portion marked by a circle shows a 
sampling point of coordinates sampled at predetermined 
time intervals. The trace of the fingertip clearly differs 
between the sweeping portion 207 (illustrated in FIG. 24A) 
and the ending portion 205 (illustrated in FIG. 24B), as 
illustrated in FIGS. 25A and 25B. That is, in the sweeping 
portion 207, because the fingertip continuously moves fol- 
lowing the drawing of the sweeping portion 207, the fin- 
gertip is slowly separated from the display surface 20. 
However, in the ending portion 205, the fingertip is steeply 
separated from the display surface 20. By detecting the 
difference of such movement, the sweeping portion 207 
(same as the sweeping up portion 206 illustrated in FIGS. 
34C and 34D) and the ending portion 205 can definitely be 
distinguished. 

Specifically, distinguishing the sweeping portion 207 and 
the sweeping up portion 206 from the ending portion 205 is 
performed according to the size of a ratio of a distance 
change to a coordinate change. As described previously, in 
the coordinate change detecting/storing unit 126, a coordi- 
nate change As at every sampling is detected, and in the 
distance change detecting/storing unit 127, a distance 
change Ah at every sampling is detected. Then, in the ratio 
calculating unit 128, the ratio of the distance change Ah to 
the coordinate change As, that is Ah/As, is calculated. In the 
comparing unit 133, a predetermined threshold value stored 
in the threshold value storing unit 135 and the ratio Ah/As 
are compared. As a result of the comparison, if the ratio 
Ah/As is higher than the threshold value, it is determined that 
the movement in which the trace of a fingertip is steeply 
separated from the display surface 20 is performed, as 
illustrated in FIG. 25B, and thereby it is assumed that the 
movement after the ending portion 205 has been drawn and 
it is determined that the fingertip has immediately shifted to 
the non -inserted or separated state (detached state). On the 
other hand, as a result of the comparison, if the proportion 
Ah/As is below the threshold value, it is determined that the 
movement in which the fingertip is moving while making 
contact with the display surface 20, or the trace of the 
fingertip is slowly separated from the display surface 20 
following the sweeping portion 207, as illustrated in FIG. 
25A, is performed, and thereby it is determined that the 
fingertip is in the inserted state (attached state). 

In FIGS. 25A and 25B, the trace of the fingertip is 
illustrated as a change from the point (2) to the point (l). In 
the practical processing operation, the sweeping portion 207 
and the sweeping up portion 206 can be appropriately 
distinguished from the ending portion 205 by fully shorten- 
ing the sampling intervals of the sampling points marked by 
a circle and sequentially obtaining the difference between 
respective sampling points, and thereby obtaining the infor- 
mation about the coordinate change and distance change in 
the trace of the fingertip. 

Thus, according to a third characteristic configuration 
example, an inputting state of a designating device can be 
recognized more properly and an appropriate processing is 
enabled by more practically paying attention to a natural and 
different movement of the designating device such as a 
finger in the sweeping portion 207, the sweeping up portion 
206 and the ending portion 205 (i.e., such a difference that 
while a trace of a fingertip is slowly separated from the 
display surface 20 in the sweeping portion 207 and the 
sweeping up portion 206, the trace of the fingertip is steeply 
separated from the display surface 20 in the ending portion 
205), by comparing a ratio Ah/As of a distance change to a 
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coordinate change with a previously set predetermined 
threshold value, and by determining that a designating state 
of the designating device is in the inserted state or non- 
inserted state according to the result of the comparison. 

The operation of the coordinate inputting/detecting appa- 
ratus 141 having the above characteristic configuration of 
the third example can also be executed by allowing a 
computer to read a program previously stored in an infor- 
mation storage medium such as an FD or CD -ROM. In a 
case of a characteristic configuration of the third example, 
referring to the flowchart illustrated in FIG, 26, in addition 
to the program for the second characteristic configuration 
example, with regard to the state allocating function, an 
additional program may be stored in the information storage 
medium such as the CD-ROM 39 for allowing a computer 
to execute a comparing and determining function (step Sir) 
to determine, as a result of the comparison using the 
comparing function to compare the ratio Ah/ As calculated 
using the ratio calculating function (step S9) and a prede- 
termined threshold value th regarding the ratio previously 
stored in the memory, that the designating state of a desig- 
nating device is in the non-inserted state relative to the touch 
panel 122 if the ratio Ah/As exceeds the threshold value th 
and the designating state of the designating device is in the 
inserted state relative to the touch panel 122 if the ratio 
Ah/As is below the threshold value th. 

In the above second and third characteristic configuration 
examples, for distinguishing the sweeping portion 207 and 
the sweeping up portion 206 from the ending portion 205, a 
ratio of a distance change to a coordinate change is used. 
Instead of using such a ratio, an angle (=tan 6=Ah/As) of a 
distance change to a coordinate change may be used. For 
example, it may be set such that if this angle is higher than 
a previously set predetermined threshold value 0th (for 
example, about 40 degrees) as illustrated in FIG. 27, it is 
recognized that the sweeping portion 207 or the sweeping up 
portion 206 was drawn, i.e., the ending portion 205 was 
drawn, and if the angle is below the predetermined threshold 
9th, it is recognized that the sweeping portion 207 or the 
sweeping up portion 206 was drawn. 

In this case, the angle of the distance change to the 
coordinate change may directly be calculated. Alternatively, 
the angle of the distance change to the coordinate change 
may be determined based on the state of a change of a dip 
amount in the intensity of light to be detected. That is, at the 
time of drawing in a manner that the angle is larger than the 
predetermined threshold value 6th, the dip amount steeply 
decreases, for example, as illustrated at t=t3 to t=t4 in FIG. 
28A. Conversely, at the time of drawing in a manner that the 
angle is smaller than the predetermined value 6th, the dip 
amount decreases slowly as illustrated at t=t3, t=t4, and t=t5 
in FIG. 28B. Accordingly, the angle of the distance change 
to the coordinate change may be determined based upon the 
rapidity of the change of the dip amount. 

The operation at the time when such angle information is 
used can also be executed by allowing a computer to read a 
program previously stored in an information storage 
medium such as an FD or CD-ROM in the same manner as 
described previously. 

Now, a fourth example of a characteristic configuration of 
a coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus according to the 
present invention is described with reference to FIG. 29 
through FIG. 31. FIG. 29 is a block diagram of a coordinate 
inputting/detecting device 151 having a characteristic con- 
figuration of the fourth example. 

Also in the fourth example, attention is paid to the 
movement of a designating device such as a fingertip which 
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differs in the sweeping portion 207, the sweeping up portion 
206, and the ending portion 205, and a coordinates vector 
value having both direction information and length infor- 
mation on a change of the designated coordinates is used for 
the determination as to distinguishing the sweeping portion 5 
207 and the sweeping up portion 206 from the ending 
portion 205. 

First, an insertion/non-insertion detecting element 152 is 
provided to the touch panel 122 in conjunction with the 
coordinate detecting element 123. As described previously, 10 
when a designating device 4, such as a finger, is inserted in 
the vicinity of the surface of the touch panel 122, the 
coordinate detecting element 123 detects two-dimensional 
coordinates of the designating device on the touch panel 122 
at predetermined time intervals in time series. Further, the 15 
insertion/non-insertion detecting element 152 may simply 
detect with a light receiving element or the like whether the 
designating device is at a position to interfere with a 
detecting light, regardless of whether the designating device 
such as the finger actually makes contact with the surface of 20 
the touch panel 122. For example, in a case of the configu- 
ration example illustrated in FIGS. 1-6, the insertion/non- 
insertion detecting element 152 may be any device which 
detects whether a dip occurs in the light-intensity distribu- 
tion of the light receiving element 13. 

A vectorization unit 153 is provided at the rear of the 
coordinate detecting element 123. The vectorization unit 
153 performs processing of converting a change between 
two two-dimensional coordinates (i.e., information of a 
direction and a length of a line between the two two- 
dimensional coordinates), which are subsequently obtained 
in time series by the coordinate detecting element 123 when 
an inserted state of a designating device is detected, into a 
coordinates vector value using the vector data previously set 
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TABLE 1 -continued 



Coordinates vector value 



AX 



AT 



AY/AX 



13 


+ 


— 


0.577 (tan 30°) 
0.839 (tan 40°) 


14 


■ + 




15 


+ 




1.192 (tan 50°) 


16 


+ 




1.732 (tan 60°) 


17 


+ 




2.747 (tan 70°) 


18 


+ 


- 


5.671 (tan 80°) 


19 


0 




« (tan 90°) 


20 




_ 


5.671 (tan80°) 


21 






2.747 (tan 70°) 


22 






1.732 (tan 60°) 


23 






1.192 (tan 50°) 


24 






0.839 (tan 40°) 


25 






0.577 (tan 30°) 


26 






0.364 (tan 20°) 


27 






0.176 (tan 10°) 


28 




0 


0 (tan0°) 


29 




+ 


0,176 (tan 10") 


30 




+ 


0.364 (tan 20'} 


31 




+ 


0.577 (tan 30°) 


32 




+ 


0.839 (tan 40°) 


33 




+ 


1.192 (tan 50°) 


34 




+ 


1.732 (tan 60°) 


35 




+ 


2.747 (tan 70°) 
5.671 (tan 80°) 


36 




+ 
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Further, referring to the movement of a fingertip illus- 
trated in FIG. 31, when the insertion state is detected relative 
to the touch panel 122, two-dimensional coordinates are 
sampled at the same time intervals as (XI, Yl), (X2, Y2), 
30 (X3, Y3), and (X4, Y4). When the fingertip exits from the 
detection area, it is assumed that a non-insertion detection 
(detachment detection) signal is issued from the insertion/ 
non-insertion detecting element 152. In such movement, the 



coordinates vector value between coordinates in each sam- 
and stored in a vector table 154, and of storing the coordi- 35 pling is calculated as described above, and the length L 



nates vector value in a memory. 

Here, the method of obtaining a coordinates vector value 
is described with reference to FIG. 30. In FIG. 30, it is 
assumed that previously detected two-dimensional coordi- 
nates are (XI, Yl) and two-dimensional coordinates cur- 40 
rently obtained are (X2, Y2). A coordinates vector value is 
calculated from a change AX=X2-X1 in the X coordinate 
direction and a change AY=Y2-Y1 in the Y coordinate 
direction according to AY/AX. In this case, coordinates 
vector values are expressed in numeric values at intervals of 45 performed 
ten degrees from the X-axis direction as listed in Table 1, 
and are previously stored in the vector table 154. These 
intervals (ten degrees) may optionally be set. Further, it is 
assumed that a coordinates vector value uses an approximate 
value of a calculation result. For example, in a case of so 
AY/AX=0.900 for -AY and -AX, the coordinates vector 
value is 24. 



between the respective coordinates, for example, if the 
length between coordinates (XI, Yl) and (X2, Y2) is LI, is 
calculated from the following equation: 

Ll=V{(YL-Yl) 2 +(X2-Xl)} 

Thus, the coordinates vector value and the length informa- 
tion are calculated and stored for every sampled coordinates. 
Table 2 shows a data example converted into coordinates 
vector values when the movement illustrated in FIG. 28 is 



TABLE 2 



Cooidinate 
input 


XI, Yl 


X2, Y2 


X3,Y3 


X4, Y4 


Detach- 
X5, Y5 ment 


Coordinates 


12 


11 


6 


16 (6) 




vector value 












Length 


LI 


L2 


L3 


L4 


L5 



TABLE 1 



Coordinates vector value 


AX 


AT 


AY/AX 


1 


0 


+ 


a (tan 90°) 


2 


+ 


+ 


5.671 (tan 80°) 


3 


+ 




2.747 (tan 70°) 


4 


+ 


+ 


1.732 (tan 60°) 


5 


+ 


+ 


1.192 (tan 50°) 


6 


+ 


+ 


0.839 (tan 40°) 


7 


+ 


+ 


0.577 (tan 30°) 


8 


+ 


+ 


0.364 (tan 20°) 


9 


+ 


+ 


0.176 (tan 10°) 


10 


+ 


0 


0 (tan 0°) 


11 


+ 




0.176 (tan 10°) 


12 


+ 




0.364 (tan 20*) 



55 A vector information determining unit 155 is provided at 
the rear of the vectorization unit 153. The vector information 
determining unit 155 determines the size of a change in the 
vector information (coordinates vector value and length) at 
the time when the change into the non-inserted state 

60 (separated or detached state) of a designating device is 
detected by the insertion/non-insertion detecting element 
152. A sweeping up processing unit 156 and an end trailing 
processing unit 157 are provided at the rear of the vector 
information determining unit 155 to perform different pro- 

65 cessing according to the determining result. 

The sweeping up processing unit 156 assumes, when the 
non-insertion of a designating device is detected by the 
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insertion/non-insertion detecting element 152, if there is no 
great change exceeding a predetermined value (for example, 
"4" for a coordinates vector value) in the coordinates vector 
value obtained by the vectorization unit 153, that trailing has 
occurred in the sweeping portion or the sweeping up portion 5 
of a drawn character, and performs processing of shortening 
a drawing line connecting the two-dimensional coordinates 
immediately before the non-insertion of the designating 
device has been detected and the preceding two-dimensional 
coordinates by a predetermined length. It is usual for the 10 
sweeping up portion 206 illustrated in FIGS. 34C and 34D 
or the sweeping portion 207 illustrated in FIGS. 34E and 
34F that a finger advances in the same or almost the same 
direction when the finger is separated from the touch panel 
122. Such movement of a finger is demonstrated by the fact 15 
that there is no great change in the coordinates vector values. 
Therefore, in such a case, the trailing portion 204 occurs 
following the sweeping up portion 206 or the sweeping 
portion 207, and the sweeping up portion 206 and the 
sweeping portion 207 are drawn longer than the intended 20 
lengths. Consequently, processing is performed so that a 
redundant part due to the trailing portion 204 cannot be 
drawn. 

For example, referring to FIG. 31, when the detached state 
of a designating device is detected, if the coordinates vector 25 
value, calculated from the coordinates (X5, Y5) (side A) 
detected immediately before the separated state of the des- 
ignating device is detected, is not greatly changed from the 
preceding coordinates (X4, Y4), as shown by "6" and "(6)" 
in Table 2, it is assumed that the trailing portion 204 has 30 
occurred in the sweeping up portion 206 between the 
detected coordinates (X4, Y4) and (X5, Y5) (side A), and the 
sweeping up portion 206 is drawn by shortening the sweep- 
ing up portion 206 by a previously set, fixed length, at a part 
of the seeping up portion 206 immediately before the 35 
detached state is detected. Accordingly, the sweeping up 
portion 206 or the sweeping portion 207 is drawn in a state 
having no trailing portion 204 in FIGS. 34D and 34F (that 
is, drawn in such redundancy- free original state as illustrated 
in FIGS. 34C and 34E). 40 

On the other hand, when the non-insertion of the desig- 
nating device is detected by the insertion/non-insertion 
detecting element 152, if there is a great change exceeding 
a predetermined value in the coordinates vector value 
obtained by the vectorization unit 153, the end trailing 45 
processing unit 157 assumes that trailing has occurred in the 
ending portion 205, and performs processing of disabling 
drawing of the line connecting between the two-dimensional 
coordinates where the non-insertion detected and the pre- 
ceding coordinates. It is usually the case of the ending 50 
portion 205 illustrated in FIGS. 34A and 34B that after 
drawing the ending portion 205, a finger steeply advances in 
a direction which greatly differs from the moving direction 
before reaching the ending portion 205, because the finger is 
once stopped at the ending portion 205 and is then separated 55 
from the touch panel 122 for moving to a next point to start 
drawing a subsequent stroke. Such movement of the finger 
is demonstrated by the coordinates vector value greatly 
changing and the length being exceedingly shortened. In 
such a case, because the whisker-shaped trailing portion 204 60 
is drawn in the ending portion 205, processing is performed 
so that such a trailing portion 204 cannot be drawn. 

For example, referring to FIG. 31, when the separated 
state of the designating device is detected, if the coordinate 
vector value calculated from the before-preceding detected 65 
coordinates (X4, Y4) and the preceding detected coordinates 
(X5, Y5) (side B) is changed greatly as shown by "6" and 
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"16" in Table 2, it is assumed that trailing has occurred after 
the coordinates (X4, Y4), and the drawing line after the 
coordinates (X4, Y4) is disabled so as to terminate with the 
ending portion 205. Accordingly, the ending portion 205 is 
drawn in the state having no trailing portion 204 illustrated 
in FIG. 34B (that is, drawn in a redundancy-free original 
state as illustrated in FIG. 34 A). 

Hence, in a fourth characteristic configuration example, 
attention is paid to the fact that it is more practically usual 
that, when a designating device such as a finger is separated 
from the touch panel 122 in the sweeping up portion 206 of 
a Kanji character, the designating device advances toward 
the sweeping up direction. Further, regarding the state of the 
designating device, including the two-dimensional 
coordinates, the direction and the length of a change regard- 
ing the dislocation of the two-dimensional coordinates are 
converted into coordinates vector values, and when non- 
insertion of the designating device is detected, the degree of 
the change of the coordinates vector value is recognized. If 
there is no great change in the coordinates vector value, it is 
assumed that trailing has occurred following the sweeping 
up portion 206, and a redundant part due to the trailing can 
be prevented from being drawn in the sweeping up portion 
206 by performing processing of shortening the drawing line 
by a predetermined length. Similarly, attention is paid to the 
fact that it is more practically usual in the ending portion 205 
in Kanji characters that, when the designating device such as 
a finger is separated from the touch panel 122, the desig- 
nating device steeply and shortly moves in a direction which 
greatly differs from the preceding drawing direction. 
Further, regarding the state of the designating device, includ- 
ing the two-dimensional coordinates, the direction and the 
length of the change regarding the dislocation of the two- 
dimensional coordinates are converted into coordinates vec- 
tor values, and when non-insertion of the designating device 
is detected, the degree of the change of the coordinates 
vector value is recognized. If there is a great change in the 
coordinates vector value, it is recognized that trailing has 
occurred in the ending portion 205, and the trailing drawing 
line 204 will not be added to the ending portion 205 by 
performing processing for disabling drawing the trailing 
portion. Accordingly, such processing to erase a trailed part 
of a drawn character in an erasing mode is not needed. 

The operation of the coordinate inputting/detecting appa- 
ratus 151 having the above-described characteristic configu- 
ration of the fourth example can also be executed by 
allowing a computer to read a program previously stored in 
an information storage medium such as an FD or CD-ROM. 
For example, a program for allowing the computer to 
execute the following functions may be stored in an infor- 
mation storage medium such as the CD-ROM 39. A coor- 
dinate detection function detects the two-dimensional coor- 
dinates of a designating device on the touch panel 122 at 
predetermined time intervals. An insertion/non -insertion 
detection function detects the inserted/non-inserted state of 
the designating device relative to the touch panel 122. A 
vectorization function converts into coordinates vector val- 
ues the direction of a change between the two-dimensional 
coordinates which are sequentially detected at predeter- 
mined time intervals by the coordinate detection function. 
And, a sweeping up processing function shortens a drawing 
line connecting the two-dimensional coordinates intermedi- 
ately before non-insertion of the designating device is 
detected and the preceding two-dimensional coordinates by 
a predetermined length if there is no great change exceeding 
a predetermined value in the coordinates vector values 
obtained using the vectorization function when the non- 
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insertion of the designating device is detected using the trailing length in the sweeping up processing unit 156, the 

insertion/non-insertion detection function. trailing length following the sweeping portion 207 or the 

Alternatively, a program for allowing the computer to sweeping up portion 206 may be estimated by learning while 

execute the following functions may be stored in an infor- absorbing the individual difference on a practical level 

mation storage medium such as the CD-ROM 39. Acoor- 5 without performing an experiment, and thereby appropriate 

dinate detection function detects the two-dimensional coor- sweeping up processing which matches each user is enabled, 

dinates of the designating device on the touch panel 122 at ^ °P eratl °n of the coordinate inputting/detecting appa- 

predetermined time intervals. An insertion/non-insertion ratus 161 having the above-described characteristic configu- 

detection function detects the inserted/non-inserted state of raUon of the fifth exam P le can also be ^ecuted by allowing 

the designating device relative to the touch panel 122. A 10 a f mm ^} eT l ,° rcad a program previously stored in an 

♦ ■ i? *• _* • * j- * * i information storage medium such as an FD or CD-ROM. 

vectorization function converts into coordinates vector val- ^ am ^ ^ for ex tQ rm 

ues the direction and length of a change between the ^ A £ oordinate dete ction function 

two-dimensional coordinates which are sequentially detects tne two-dimensional coordinates of a designating 

detected at predetermined time intervals using the coordi- dcvicc on thc touch pand m at prcdct ermined time inter- 

nate detection function. And, an end trailing processing 15 vals> ^ insertion/non-insertion detection function detects 

function disables drawing of the line connecting between the tne inserted/non-inserted state of the designating device 

two-dimensional coordinates where the non-insertion of the relative to the touch panel 122. A vectorization function 

designating device is detected and the preceding two- converts into coordinates vector values the direction of a 

dimensional coordinates if there is a great change exceeding change between the two-dimensional coordinates which are 

a predetermined value in the coordinates vector values 20 sequentially detected at predetermined time intervals by the 

obtained using the vectorization function when the non- coordinate detection function. An end trailing processing 

insertion of the designating device is detected using the function disables a drawing line connecting between the 

insertion/non-insertion detection function. two-dimensional coordinates where the non-insertion of the 

A fifth characteristic example of the configuration of a designating device is detected and the preceding coordinates 

coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus according to the 25 if there is a great change exceeding a predetermined value in 

present invention is described with reference to FIG. 32. the coordinates vector value obtained using the vectorization 

FIG. 32 is a block diagram of a coordinate inputting/ function when the non-insertion of the designating device is 

detecting device 161 having the characteristic configuration detected using the insertion/non-insertion detection func- 

of the fifth example. lion. A trailing length calculation function calculates the 

In a fifth characteristic configuration example, the sweep- 30 average of the lengths of the drawing lines which are 
ing up processing unit 156 is configured such that when the disabled in the end trailing processing function. And, a 
processing of the sweeping up processing unit 156 is sweeping up processing function shortens a drawing line 
executed, the trailing length information obtained from the connecting the two-dimensional coordinates intermediately 
processing of the end trailing processing unit 157 is reflected before the non-insertion of the designating device is detected 
on a length by which a trailing portion of the sweeping 35 and the preceding two-dimensional coordinates by the aver- 
portion 207 and the sweeping up portion 206 is shortened. age length calculated by the trailing length calculation 
Therefore, a trailing length calculation unit 158 is provided function if there is no great change exceeding a predeter- 
to the end trailing processing unit 157 and the output is given mined value in the coordinates vector value obtained using 
to the sweeping up processing unit 156. The trailing length the vectorization function when the non-insertion of the 
calculation unit 158 calculates an average of drawing line 40 designating device is detected using the insertion/non- 
lengths of the trailing drawing lines 204 between the detach- insertion detection function, 

ment detected coordinates and the preceding coordinates The mechanism and processes set forth in the present 

which are disabled in the end trailing processing unit 157, description may be implemented using a conventional gen- 

and outputs the information of the average length to the eral purpose microprocessor programmed according to the 

sweeping up processing unit 156 . 45 teachings in the present specification, as will be appreciated 

That is, in the aforementioned fourth characteristic con- to those skilled in the relevant art. Appropriate software 

figuration example, as the trailing length following the coding can be readily prepared by skilled programmers 

sweeping portion 207 or the sweeping up portion 206, an based upon the teachings of the present disclosure, as will 

experimentally obtained fixed value is used, and the trailing also be apparent to those skilled in the art. 

portion following the sweeping portion 207 or the sweeping 50 The present invention thus also includes a computer 

up portion 206 is shortened by that fixed value. Therefore, program product which may be hosted on a storage medium 

an individual difference among the users operating the and include instructions which can be used to program a 

apparatus is not considered in particular. In the fifth char- microprocessor to perform a process in accordance with the 

acteristic configuration example, the trailing length follow- present invention. The storage medium can include, but is 

ing the sweeping portion 207 or the sweeping up portion 20 6 55 not limited to, any type of disk including floppy disks, 

is estimated by learning using the trailing length optical disks, CD-ROMs, magneto-optical disks, ROMs, 

information, including the individual difference among the RAMs, EPROMS, EEPROMs, flash memory, magnetic or 

users operating the apparatus, obtained through the drawing optical cards, or any type of media suitable for storing 

of the ending portion 205 in actual use, without performing electronic instructions. 

an experiment in particular, and thereby more appropriate 60 Obviously, numerous additional modifications and varia- 

shortening processing of the trailing in which the individual tions of the present invention are possible in light of the 

difference of the users is reflected is enabled. above teachings. It is therefore to be understood that within 

Specifically, according to the fifth characteristic configu- the scope of the appended claims, the present invention may 

ration example, by calculating the average of the length of be practiced otherwise than as specifically described herein, 

drawing lines which are disabled in the end trailing process- 65 What is claimed is: 

ing unit 157, by the trailing length calculation unit 158, and 1. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus for optically 

by reflecting the information of the average length on the detecting a position of a designating device inserted into an 
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at least substantially flat two-dimensional coordinate 
inputting/detecting area of the apparatus, comprising; 

a coordinate determining device configured to determine 
two-dimensional coordinates of the designating device 
in the coordinate inputting/detecting area; 5 

a distance determining device configured to determine a 
distance of the designating device from a surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area when the designat- 
ing device is located in vicinity to the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; 10 

a storing device configured to store information of the 
two-dimensional coordinates determined by the coor- 
dinates determining device and information of the 
distance determined by the distance determining device 
so as to be associated with each other; is 

a coordinates change detecting/storing device configured 
to detect a change of the two-dimensional coordinates 
information stored in the storing device at a predeter- 
mined time interval and to store the detected change of 
the two-dimensional coordinates information; 20 

a distance change detecting/storing device configured to 
detect a change of the distance information stored in the 
storing device at a predetermined time interval and to 
store the detected change of the distance information; 
and 25 

a state allocating device configured to allocate at least one 
designating state among designating states of the des- 
ignating device stored in advance, based upon the 
coordinate change information detected and stored by 
the coordinate change detecting/storing device and the 30 
distance change information detected and stored by the 
distance change detecting/storing device. 

2. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 1, 
the coordinates determining device including: 

a plurality of light emitting devices configured to emit 
optical beams two -dimension ally toward the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; 

a light returning reflective device configured to reflect the 
optical beams emitted by the plurality of light emitting 4Q 
devices so as to return in substantially reverse direc- 
tions to the coordinate inputting/detecting area; and 

a plurality of light receiving devices respectively disposed 
in positions to receive the optical beams reflected by 
the light returning reflective device so as to detect a 45 
light intensity distribution of the optical beams; 

wherein, the designating device has a light interrupting 
property, and the two-dimensional coordinates of the 
designating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area are recognized based upon existence of the des- 50 
ignating device in emitted/received light optical paths 
formed in the coordinate inputting/detecting area by the 
light returning reflective device, and the distance deter- 
mining device determines the distance of the designat- 
ing device from the surface of the coordinate inputting/ 55 
detecting area based upon light intensity of the optical 
beams received by the plurality of light receiving 
devices. 

3. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 1, 
the coordinates determining device including: 60 

an image inputting device configured to optically input 
image information of the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area; and 

a conversion device configured to convert a part of the 
image information input by the image inputting device 65 
to information of two-dimensional coordinates of the 
designating device; 
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wherein the distance determining device determines the 
distance of the designating device from the surface of 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area based upon 
image density information of the image information 
input by the image inputting device. 

4. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 1, 
the coordinates determining device including: 

a plurality of light emitting devices configured to emit 
optical beams toward the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area; 

a plurality of light receiving devices arranged in vicinity 
of the plurality of light emitting devices so as to 
correspond to the plurality of light emitting devices, 
respectively; and 

a light returning reflective device configured to reflect the 
optical beams emitted by the plurality of light emitting 
devices so as to return to substantially same positions 
as those of the plurality of light emitting devices to be 
guided to respective corresponding light receiving 
devices; 

wherein, the two-dimensional coordinates of the desig- 
nating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area 
are recognized based upon a light intensity distribution 
corresponding to an inserted position of the designating 
device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area, and 
the distance determining device determines the dis- 
tance of the designating device from the surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area based upon light 
intensity of the optical beams received by the plurality 
of light receiving devices. 

5. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 1, 
the coordinates determining device including: 

a plurality of light emitting devices configured to emit 
optical beams two-dimension ally toward the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; and 

a plurality of light receiving devices arranged in positions 
facing the plurality of light emitting devices, respec- 
tively; 

wherein, the designating device has a light interrupting 
property, and the two-dimensional coordinates of the 
designating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area are recognized based upon existence of the des- 
ignating device in emitted/received light optical paths 
formed in the coordinate inputting/detecting area, and 
the distance determining device determines the dis- 
tance of the designating device from the surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area based upon light 
intensity of the optical beams received by the plurality 
of light receiving devices. 

6. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus for optically 
detecting a position of a designating device inserted into an 
at least substantially flat two-dimensional coordinate 
inputting/detecting area of the apparatus, comprising: 

a coordinate determining device configured to determine 
two-dimensional coordinates of the designating device 
in the coordinate inputting/detecting area; 

a distance determining device configured to determine a 
distance of the designating device from a surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area when the designat- 
ing device is located in vicinity to the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; 

a storing device configured to store information of the 
two-dimensional coordinates determined by the coor- 
dinates determining device and information of the 
distance determined by the distance determining device 
so as to be associated with each other; 
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a coordinates change detecting/storing device configured 
to detect a change of the two-dimensional coordinates 
information stored in the storing device at a predeter- 
mined time interval and to store the detected change of 
the two-dimensional coordinates information; 

a distance change detecting/storing device configured to 
detect a change of the distance information stored in the 
storing device at a predetermined time interval and to 
store the detected change of the distance information; 

a ratio calculating device configured to calculate a ratio 
between the coordinates change detected by the coor- 
dinates change detecting/storing device and the dis- 
tance change detected by the distance change detecting/ 
storing device; 



<a~threshold value storing device configured to^storewat 
VleasUone-predeterminednhreshdld^value'for the ratio; 
,a~comparing~dcvicc~cc^figu7elI~^ 
\^ calculated_ by the ratio^calculaling_deyice„and-thg 
— threshold value sto red J)y_the4hreshold-storingde vice; 
and 
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astate-allocating device configured to allocate at least one 
designating state among designating states of the des- 
ignating device stored in advance, phased upon a result 
o n^coraparison-byjfie^comp^ingiie vice . 
-7rA coordinate'inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 6^ ^ 
/Mhe state allocating device including a determining device^ 
configured to determine, according to a result of the com- 
parison by the comparing device, that the designating device 
has not been inserted into the coordinate inputting/detecting jib 
area when the ratio is greater than the threshold value, and 
th at the desi gnating device has b een inserted i ntojhe coor^ 
dinate-inpultin^dete~ctmgrarea-when-theratio-is or 
smaller than the threshold value. 

8. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 6, 
the coordinates determining device including: 

a plurality of light emitting devices configured to emit 
optical beams two -dimension ally toward the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; 

a light returning reflective device configured to reflect the 
optical beams emitted by the plurality of light emitting 
devices so as to return in substantially reverse direc- 
tions to the coordinate inputting/detecting area; and 

a plurality of light receiving devices respectively disposed 
in positions to receive the optical beams reflected by 
the light returning reflective device so as to detect a 
light intensity distribution of the optical beams; 

wherein, the designating device has a light interrupting 
property, and the two-dimensional coordinates of the 
designating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area are recognized based upon existence of the des- 
ignating device in emitted/received light optical paths 
formed in the coordinate inputting/detecting area by the 
light returning reflective device, and the distance deter- 
mining device determines the distance of the designat- 
ing device from the surface of the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area based upon light intensity of the optical 
beams received by the plurality of light receiving 
devices. 

9. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 6, 
the coordinates determining device including: 

an image inputting device configured to optically input 
image information of the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area; and 

a conversion device configured to convert a part of the 
image information input by the image inputting device 
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to information of two-dimensional coordinates of the 
designating device; 
wherein the distance determining device determines the 
distance of the designating device from the surface of 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area based upon 
image density information of the image information 
input by the image inputting device. 

10. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 6, 
the coordinates determining device including: 

a plurality of light emitting devices configured to emit 
optical beams toward the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area; 

a plurality of light receiving devices arranged in vicinity 
of the plurality of light emitting devices so as to 
correspond to the plurality of light emitting devices, 
respectively; and 

a light returning reflective device configured to reflect the 
optical beams emitted by the plurality of light emitting 
devices so as to return to substantially same positions 
as those of the plurality of light emitting devices to be 
guided to respective corresponding light receiving 
devices; 

wherein, the two-dimensional coordinates of the desig- 
nating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area 
are recognized based upon a light intensity distribution 
corresponding to an inserted position of the designating 
device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area, and 
the distance determining device determines the dis- 
tance of the designating device from the surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area based upon light 
intensity of the optical beams received by the plurality 
of light receiving devices. 

11. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 6, 
the coordinates determining device including: 

a plurality of light emitting devices configured to emit 
optical beams two-dimensionally toward the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; and 

a plurality of light receiving devices arranged in positions 
facing the plurality of light emitting devices, respec- 
tively; 

wherein, the designating device has a light interrupting 
property, and the two-dimensional coordinates of the 
designating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area are recognized based upon existence of the des- 
ignating device in emitted/received light optical paths 
formed in the coordinate inputting/detecting area, and 
the distance determining device determines the dis- 
tance of the designating device from the surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area based upon light 
intensity of the optical beams received by the plurality 
of light receiving devices. 

12. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus for opti- 
cally detecting a position of a designating device inserted 
into on at least substantially flat two-dimensional coordinate 
inputting/detecting area of the apparatus, comprising: 

a coordinate determining device configured to determine 
two-dimensional coordinates of the designating device 
in the coordinate inputting/detecting area; a distance 
determining device configured to determine a distance 
of the designating device from a surface of the coor- 
dinate inputting/detecting area when the designating 
device is located in vicinity to the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area; 

a storing device configured to store information of the 
two-dimensional coordinates determined by the coor- 
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dinates determining device and information of the 
distance determined by the distance determining device 
so as to be associated with each other; 

a coordinates change detecting/storing device configured 
to detect a change of the two-dimensional coordinates 
information stored in the storing device at a predeter- 
mined time interval and to store the detected change of 
the two-dimensional coordinates information; 

a distance change detecting/storing device configured to 
detect a change of the distance information stored in the 
storing device at a predetermined time interval and to 
store the detected change of the distance information; 

a gradient calculating device configured to calculate a 
gradient of the distance change detected by the distance 
change detecting/storing device relative to the coordi- 
nates change detected by the coordinates change 
detecting/storing device; 

a threshold value storing device configured to store at 
least one predetermined threshold value for the gradi- 
ent; 

a comparing device configured to compare the gradient 
calculated by the gradient calculating device and the 
threshold value stored by the threshold storing device; 
and 

a state allocating device configured to allocate at least one 
designating state among designating states of the des- 
ignating device stored in advance, based upon a result 
of the comparison by the comparing device. 

13. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 
12, the state allocating device including a determining 
device configured to determine, according to a result of the 
comparison by the comparing device, that the designating 
device has not been inserted into the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area when the gradient is greater than the threshold 
value, and that the. designating device has been inserted into 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area when the gradient is 
equal to or smaller than the threshold value. 

14. The coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 
12, the coordinates determining device including: 

a plurality of light emitting devices configured to emit 
optical beams two-dimension ally toward the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; 

a light returning reflective device configured to reflect the 
optical beams emitted by the plurality of light emitting 
devices so as to return in substantially reverse direc- 
tions to the coordinate inputting/detecting area; and 

a plurality of light receiving devices respectively disposed 
in positions to receive the optical beams reflected by 
the light returning reflective device so as to detect a 
light intensity distribution of the optical beams; 

wherein, the designating device has a light interrupting 
property, and the two-dimensional coordinates of the 
designating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area are recognized based upon existence of the des- 
ignating device in emitted/received light optical paths 
formed in the coordinate inputting/detecting area by the 
light returning reflective device, and the distance deter- 
mining device determines the distance of the designat- 
ing device from the surface of the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area based upon light intensity of the optical 
beams received by the plurality of light receiving 
devices. 

15. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 
12, the coordinates determining device including: 

an image inputting device configured to optically input 
image information of the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area; and 
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a conversion device configured to convert a part of the 
image information input by the image inputting device 
to information of two-dimensional coordinates of the 
designating device; 

wherein the distance determining device determines the 
distance of the designating device from the surface of 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area based upon 
image density information of the image information 
input by the image inputting device. 

16. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 
12, the coordinates determining device including: 

a plurality of light emitting devices configured to emit 
optical beams toward the coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area; 

a plurality of light receiving devices arranged in vicinity 
of the plurality of light emitting devices so as to 
correspond to the plurality of light emitting devices, 
respectively; and 

a light returning reflective device configured to reflect the 
optical beams emitted by the plurality of light emitting 
devices so as to return to substantially same positions 
as those of the plurality of light emitting devices to be 
guided to respective corresponding light receiving 
devices; 

wherein, the two-dimensional coordinates of the desig- 
nating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area 
are recognized based upon a light intensity distribution 
corresponding to an inserted position of the designating 
device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area, and 
the distance determining device determines the dis- 
tance of the designating device from the surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area based upon light 
intensity of the optical beams received by the plurality 
of light receiving devices. 

17. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus of claim 
12, the coordinates determining device including: 

a plurality of light emitting devices configured to emit 
optical beams two-dimension ally toward the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; and 

a plurality of light receiving devices arranged in positions 
facing the plurality of light emitting devices, respec- 
tively; 

wherein, the designating device has a light interrupting 
property, and the two-dimensional coordinates of the 
designating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area are recognized based upon existence of the des- 
ignating device in emitted/received light optical paths 
formed in the coordinate inputting/detecting area, and 
the distance determining device determines the dis- 
tance of the designating device from the surface of the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area based upon light 
intensity of the optical beams received by the plurality 
of light receiving devices. 

18. A coordinate inputting/delecting apparatus for opti- 
cally detecting a position of a designating device inserted 
into an at least substantially flat two-dimensional coordinate 
inputting/detecting area of the apparatus, comprising: 

coordinates determining means for determining two- 
dimensional coordinates of the designating device in 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area; 

distance determining means for determining a distance of 
the designating device from a surface of the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; 

storing means for storing information of the two- 
dimensional coordinates determined by the coordinates 
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determining means and information of the distance 
determined by the distance determining means so as to 
be associated with each other; 
coordinates change detecting/storing means for detecting 
a change of the two-dimensional coordinates informa- 
tion stored in the storing means and for storing the 
detected change of the two-dimensional coordinates 
information; 

distance change detecting/storing means for detecting a 
change of the distance information stored in the storing 
means at a predetermined time interval and for storing 
the detected change of the distance information; and 
state allocating means for allocating at least one desig- 
nating state among designating states of the designating 
device stored in advance. 
19. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus for opti- 
cally detecting a position of a designating device inserted 
into an at least substantially flat two-dimensional coordinate 
inputting/detecting area of the apparatus, comprising: 
coordinates determining means for determining two- 
dimensional coordinates of the designating device in 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area; 
distance determining means for determining a distance of 
the designating device from a surface of the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; 
storing means for storing information of the two- 
dimensional coordinates determined by the coordinates 
determining means and information of the distance 
determined by the distance determining means so as to 
be associated with each other; 
coordinates change detecting/storing means for detecting 
a change of the two-dimensional coordinates informa- 
tion stored in the storing means at a predetermined time 
interval and for storing the detected change of the 
two-dimensional coordinates information; 
//"distance change detecting/storing means for detecting a 
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change of the distance information stored in the storing 
means and for storing the detected change of the 
distance information; 
ratio calculating means for calculating a ratio between the 
coordinates change detected by the coordinates change 
detecting/storing means and the distance change 
detected by the distance change detecting/storing 
means; 

threshold value storing means for storing at least one 
predetermined threshold value for the ratio; 

comparing means for comparing the ratio calculated by 

. the ratio calculating means and the threshold value 50 
\\ stored by the threshold storing means; and 

state allocating means for allocating at least one desig- 
nating state among designating states of the designating 
device stored in advance. 

20. A coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus for opti- 
cally detecting a position of a designating device inserted 
into an at least substantially flat two-dimensional coordinate 
inputting/detecting area of the apparatus, comprising: 

coordinates determining means for determining two- 
dimensional coordinates of the designating device in 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area; 

distance determining means for determining a distance of 
the designating device from a surface of the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area; 

storing means for storing information of the two- 
dimensional coordinates determined by the coordinates 
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determining means and information of the distance 
determined by the distance determining means so as to 
be associated with each other; 
coordinates change detecting/storing means for detecting 
a change of the two-dimensional coordinates informa- 
tion stored in the storing means and for storing the 
detected change of the two-dimensional coordinates 
information; 

distance change detecting/storing means for detecting a 
change of the distance information stored in the storing 
means and for storing the detected change of the 
distance information; 

gradient calculating means for calculating a gradient of 
the distance change detected by the distance change 
detecting/storing means relative to the coordinates 
change detected by the coordinates change detecting/ 
storing means; 

threshold value storing means for storing at least one 
predetermined threshold value for the gradient; 

comparing means for comparing the gradient calculated 
by the gradient calculating means and the threshold 
value stored by the threshold storing means; and 

state allocating means for allocating at least one desig- 
nating state among designating states of the designating 
device stored in advance. 

21. A method of optically detecting a position of a 
designating device inserted into an at least substantially flat 
two-dimensional coordinate inputting/detecting area of a 
coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus and inputting/ 
detecting two-dimensional coordinates of the designating 
device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area of the 
apparatus, the method comprising steps of: 

determining the two-dimensional coordinates of the des- 
ignating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area; 

determining a distance of the designating device from a 
surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting area when 
the designating device is located on or in vicinity to the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area; 

storing information of the two-dimensional coordinates 
determined in the coordinates determining step and 
information of the distance determined in the distance 
determining step so as to be associated with each other; 

detecting a change of the two-dimensional coordinates 
information stored in the storing step at a predeter- 
mined time interval and storing the detected change of 
the two-dimensional coordinates information; 

detecting a change of the distance information stored in 
the storing step at a predetermined time interval and 
storing the detected change of the distance information; 
and 

allocating at least one designating state among designat- 
ing states of the designating device stored in advance, 
based upon the coordinates change information 
detected and stored in the coordinates change delecting/ 
storing step and the distance change information 
detected and stored in the distance change detecting/ 
storing step. 

22. A computer program product directly loadable into an 
internal memory of a computer, comprising software code 
mechanism for performing the steps of claim 21, when the 
computer program product is run on the computer. 

23. A method of optically detecting a position of a 
designating device inserted into an at least substantially flat 
two-dimensional coordinate inputting/detecting area of a 
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coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus and inputting/ 
detecting two-dimensional coordinates of the designating 
device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area of the 
apparatus, the method comprising steps of: 

determining the two-dimensional coordinates of the des- 5 

ignating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting 

area; 

determining a distance of the designating device from a 
surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting area when 
the designating device is located on or in vicinity to the 30 
coordinate inputting/detecting area; 

storing information of the two-dimensional coordinates 
determined in the coordinates determining step and 
information of the distance determined in the distance 5 
determining step so as to be associated with each other; 

detecting a change of the two-dimensional coordinates 
information stored in the storing step at a predeter- 
mined time interval and storing the detected change of 
the two-dimensional coordinates information; 2 o 

detecting a change of the distance information stored in 
the storing step at a predetermined time interval and 
storing the detected change of the distance information; 

calculating a ratio between the coordinates change 
detected in the coordinates change detecting/storing 25 
step and the distance change detected in the distance 
change detecting/storing step; 

storing at least one predetermined threshold value for the 
ratio; 

comparing the ratio calculated in the calculating step and 
the threshold value stored in the threshold storing step; 
and 

allocating at least one designating state among designat- 
ing states of the designating device stored in advance, 35 
based upon a result of the comparison in the comparing 
step. 

24. A method of claim 23, the state allocating step 
including a step of determining, according to a result of the 
comparison step, that the designating device has not been 4Q 
inserted into the coordinate inputting/detecting area when 

Jthe gradient is greater than the threshold value, and that the 
/designating device has been inserted into the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area when the gradient is equal to or 
> smaller than the threshold value. 45 

25. A computer program product directly loadable into an 
internal memory of a computer, comprising software code 
mechanism for performing the steps of claim 24, when the 
computer program product is run on the computer. 

26. A computer program product directly loadable into an 50 
internal memory of a computer, comprising software code 
mechanism for performing the steps of claim 23, when the 
computer program product is run on the computer. 

27. A method of optically detecting a position of a 
designating device inserted into an at least substantially flat 55 
two-dimensional coordinate inputting/detecting area of a 
coordinate inputting/detecting apparatus and inputting/ 
detecting two-dimensional coordinates of the designating 
device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area of the 
apparatus, the method comprising steps of: 60 

determining the two-dimensional coordinates of the des- 
ignating device in the coordinate inputting/detecting 
area; 

determining a distance of the designating device from a 
surface of the coordinate inputting/detecting area when 65 
the designating device is located on or in vicinity to the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area; 



storing information of the two-dimensional coordinates 
determined in the coordinates determining step and 
information of the distance determined in the distance 
determining step so as to be associated with each other; 
detecting a change of the two-dimensional coordinates 
information stored in the storing step at a predeter- 
mined time interval and storing the detected change of 
the two-dimensional coordinates information; 
detecting a change of . the distance information stored in 
the storing step at a predetermined time interval and 
storing the detected change of the distance information; 
calculating a gradient of the distance change detected in 
the distance change detecting/storing step relative to 
the coordinates change detected in the coordinates 
change detecting/storing step; 
storing at least one predetermined threshold value for the 
gradient; 

comparing the gradient calculated in the calculating step 
and the threshold value stored in the threshold storing 
step; and 

allocating at least one designating state among designat- 
ing states of the designating device stored in advance, 
based upon a result of the comparison in the comparing 

/step. 
28. A method of claim 27, the state allocating step 
including a step of determining, according to a result of the 
comparison step, that the designating device has not been 
inserted into the coordinate inputting/detecting area when 
the gradient is greater than the threshold value, and that the 
designating device has been inserted into the coordinate 
ynputting/detecting area when the gradient is equal to or 
/smaller than the threshold value. 

29. A computer program product directly loadable into an 
internal memory of a computer, comprising software code 
mechanism for performing the steps of claim 28, when the 
computer program product is run on the computer. 

30. A computer program product directly loadable into an 
internal memory of a computer, comprising software code 
mechanism for performing the steps of claim 27, when the 
computer program product is run on the computer. 

31. A computer program product, comprising: 

a computer storage medium and a computer program code 
mechanism embedded in the computer storage medium 
for causing a computer to control optical detection of a 
position of a designating device inserted into an at least 
substantially flat two-dimensional coordinate inputting/ 
detecting area of a coordinate inputting/detecting appa- 
ratus and inputting/detecting of two-dimensional coor- 
dinates of the designating device in the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area of the apparatus, the computer 
program code mechanism including: 
a first computer code device configured to determine 
the two-dimensional coordinates of the designating 
device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area; 
a second computer code device configured to determine 
a distance of the designating device from a surface of 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area when the 
designating device is located on or in vicinity to the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area; 
a third computer code device configured to store infor- 
mation of the two-dimensional coordinates deter- 
mined by the first computer code device and infor- 
mation of the distance determined by the second 
computer code device so as to be associated with 
each other; 

a fourth computer code device configured to detect a 
change of the two-dimensional coordinates informa- 
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tion stored by the third computer code device at a 
predetermined time interval and to store the detected 
change of the two-dimensional coordinates informa- 
tion; 

a fifth computer code device configured to detect a 5 
change of the distance information stored by the 
third computer code device at a predetermined time 
interval and to store the detected change of the 
distance information; and 

a sixth computer code device configured to allocate at 
least one designating state among designating states 10 
of the designating device stored in advance, based 
upon the coordinate change information detected and 
stored by the fourth computer code device and the 
distance change information detected and stored by 
the fifth computer code device. 15 

32. A computer program product, comprising: 

a computer storage medium and a computer program code 
mechanism embedded in the computer storage medium 
for causing a computer to control optical detection of a 
position of a designating device inserted into an at least 20 
substantially flat two-dimensional coordinates 
inputting/detecting area of a coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus and inputting/detecting of two- 
dimensional coordinates of the designating device in 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area of the apparatus, 25 
the computer program code mechanism including: 
a first computer code device configured to determine 
the two-dimensional coordinates of the designating 
device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area; 
a second computer code device configured to determine 30 
a distance of the designating device from a surface of 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area when the 
designating device is located on or in vicinity to the 
coordinate inputting/detecting area; 
a third computer code device configured to store infor- 35 
mation of the two-dimensional coordinates deter- 
mined by the first computer coded device and infor- 
mation of the distance determined by the second 
computer code device so as to be associated with 
each other; 

a fourth computer code device configured to detect a 40 
change of the two-dimensional coordinates informa- 
tion stored by the third computer code device at a 
predetermined time interval and to store the detected 
change of the two-dimensional coordinates informa- 
tion; 45 

a fifth computer code device configured to detect a 
change of the distance information stored by the 
third computer code device at a predetermined time 
interval and to store the detected change of the 
distance information; 50 

a sixth computer code device configured to calculate a 
ratio between the coordinates change detected by the 
fourth computer code device and the distance change 
detected by the fifth computer code device; 

a seventh computer code device configured to store at 5S 
least one predetermined threshold value for the ratio; 

an eighth computer code device configured to compare 
the ratio calculated by the sixth computer code 
device and the threshold value stored by the seventh 
computer code device; and 

a ninth computer code device configured to allocate at 60 
least one designating state among designating states 
of the designating device stored in advance, based 
upon a result of the comparison by the eighth com- 
puter code device. 

33, A computer program product of claim 32, the ninth 65 
computer code device including a tenth computer code 
device configured to determine, according to a result of the 
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comparison by the eighth computer code device, that the 
designating device has not been inserted into the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area when the ratio is greater than the 
threshold value, and that the designating device has been 
inserted into the coordinate inputting/detecting area when 
the ratio is equal to or smaller than the threshold value. 

34. A computer program product, comprising: 

a computer storage medium and a computer program code 
mechanism embedded in the computer storage medium 
for causing a computer to control optical detection of a 
position of a designating device inserted into an at least 
substantially flat two-dimensional coordinates 
inputting/detecting area of a coordinate inputting/ 
detecting apparatus and inputting/detecting of two- 
dimensional coordinates of the designating device in 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area of the apparatus, 
the computer program code mechanism including: 
a first computer code device configured to determine 
the two-dimensional coordinates of the designating 
device in the coordinate inputting/detecting area; 
a second computer code device configured to determine 
a distance of the designating device from a surface of 
the coordinate inputting/detecting area when the 
designating device is located in vicinity to the coor- 
dinate inputting/detecting area; 
a third computer code device configured to store infor- 
mation of the two-dimensional coordinates deter- 
mined by the first computer code device and infor- 
mation of the distance determined by the second 
computer code device so as to be associated with 
each other; 

a fourth computer code device configured to detect a 
change of the two-dimensional coordinates informa- 
tion stored by the third computer code device at a 
predetermined time interval and to store the detected 
change of the two-dimensional coordinates informa- 
tion; 

a fifth computer code device configured to detect a 
change of the distance information stored by the 
third computer code device at a predetermined time 
interval and to store the detected change of the 
distance information; 

a sixth computer code device configured to calculate a 
gradient of the distance change detected by the fifth 
computer code device relative to the coordinates 
change detected by the fourth computer code device; 

a seventh computer code device configured to store at 
least one predetermined threshold value for the gra- 
dient; 

an eighth computer code device configured to compare 
the gradient calculated by the sixth computer code 
device and the threshold value stored by the seventh 
computer code device; and 

a ninth computer code device configured to allocate at 
least one designating state among designating states 
of the designating device stored in advance, based 
upon a result of the comparison by the eighth com- 
puter code device. 

35. A computer program product of claim 34, the ninth 
computer code device including a tenth computer code 
device configured to determine, according to a result of the 
comparison by the eighth computer code device, that the 
designating device has not been inserted into the coordinate 
inputting/detecting area when the ratio is greater than the 
threshold value, and that the designating device has been 
inserted into the coordinate inputting/detecting area when 
the ratio is equal to or smaller than the threshold value. 
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